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COU/VBAKER 
WTERY/EW 


Wc talk to the Sixth Doctor on location Read 
how he fell when he was approached about the part, hi* 
views on the series and hit i nterpretation of the character 
of the Doctor All this and more on Page 20t 
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FROM THE 
ARCHIVES 

This issue we covet the Revenge Of 
The Cybermen, directed by Vichaef 
Brant An episode by episode break¬ 
down of the story, plus an intriguing 
fact file on the dramatic happenings 
during the making of the story, starts 
on Page 15 
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INTERVIEW WITH DIRECTOR 
MICHAEL BRIANT 

Coton y in Space, The Sea Devifs, Revenge Of 
The Cyber men. Robots Of Death ... The 
director of these popular stories talks to 




Doctor Who about the practical problems he 
faced and the solutions he found, the people 
involved and what went on behind the scenes 
during the making of the episodes. Turn to 
Page 26 to read all about it. 
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COMIC STRIP ■ 

(FINAL EPISODE) Peg. 7. 

Their attempt to save the Zyglots, 
the rarest creatures in the Universe, 
has brought the Doctor and Dr. 
Asimoff on board an Akker ship. The 




Akkers, reputed to be the dullest 
race in the galaxy, are hunting the 
Zyglots for their colours and once 
face to lace with the Captain of the 
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ship, the two Doctors learn of a link 
with Astrolabus. Complications - 
and art upset for Frobisher - ensue 
as the tale draws to a close.. 


► .W *■ 


I*-* I 


w- 


***< ' 


























































ALL IN THE FAMILY 


Sometimes when people get an idee 
into their heeds they pursue it rather 
blindly. dutch mg at straws and vague 
innuendoes and ignoring hard evidence 
which disproves Thai idea I fear (hit is a 
(rap into which Slava Hopper has fallen 
Uefters. issue 9SI 

I do not believe thal the Master was in 
•ny way related to the Doctor, and I Hunk 
this it borne out by The five Doctor s 
Susan obviously does not know the 
Metier - quoting from the boo* we 
have, ‘Susan was baffled, is that man a 
friend of the Doctor - Doctors?"' 

If the Matter was the Doctor's son he 
would have been Susan's father or unde 
and «t would be unlikely I though not 
impossible! that she did not know him 

More importantly, we have the first 
Doctor's own reaction to the Master 
when they meet in the tomb. Mot a 
paternal 'Hullo son. how's your 
mother?* but rather, "Do I know you, 
young man?* If that was simply a father 
disowning an errant son (or brother for 
supporters of thal theory! the Master 
would have been unlikely to reply, ’Be 
||*V* d or not, we were at the Academy 
together * Also the Doctor's subsequent 
remark of, *Wbet an extraordinary to*- 
low* - shows no hint of familiarity 

While I'm at it, the fact that they were 
■1 the Academy together suggests that 
they are contemporaries and not of 
different generations H teems realistic 
to assume (hat the Doctor s lifestyle is 
no lass dangerous or taxing than the 
Master's, so perhaps (he fact that the 
Master reached the end of his regenera 
(tons weH before the Doctor could sug 
gest that the Master is the elder of (he 
two ibut for my money, not the Doctor's 
father) 

Steve asks why the Doctor should 
have pamful memories about his family. 
The answer could be that they were all 
- 'lied off m a rather distressing manner 
A good explanation of the Doctor s be 
heviour would be that he was forced to 
watch their nasty end. unable to help 
them becauser of the Time Lords' policy 
of non-intervention Thu would have 
prompted him to leave Gallifrey and to 
interfere constantly Susan could have 
been the sole survivor of the un pleasant - 
ness, her family having been kilied it the 
same time as the Doctor's. With nobody 
to look after her, the Doctor would have 
taken her with him and broughi her up 
as his granddaughter. She may not have 
known the awful truth either, because 
she was too young at the time, or be 
CPUS# he* mind simply blocked out such 
a cataclysmic event and she therefore 
behaved the Doctor to be her grand 
father . He was going to tell her when she 
was old enough but the fight moment 
never presented itself. 

What the terrible event could have 
been renuans open to speculation 
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Maybe it was an accident, possibly even 
caused by the Doctor himself , or maybe 
it was deliberate - in which case it was 
probably caused by the Master In any 
case it certainly«nvolvad the death of the 
Only woman the Doctor ever loved (such 
a glorious old cliche that it has to be 
truth 

Well it s a thought isn't it? 

You say that the Master is in The Two 
Doctor 1 .1 hope that this has been made 
possible by lifting him out of his time- 
stream (as when allowing the Doctor to 
meet himself}, rathe* than letting him 
escape from Planet of fire I was sorry 10 
see him go but the decisionto kill him off 
having been made, I think it should be 
stuck to 

John Woftfenfiplme, 
Sheffield. 

7 Aar has to bo the ft no! word on this 
debate - uniea someone comes up with 
f point too good to ignore f 

WELL DONE 

I really want to congratulate and thank 
Messrs Steve Parkhoute, John Ridge 
way, and Alan McKenna for a highly 
entertaining comic strip in The Voyager 
You’ve captured the style and spirit of 
Colin Baker expertly, and what would it 
be without the highly amusing antics of 
the loveable Frobisher? Keep him as e 
penguin and you' ve got a winner. I think 
it's worthy of being televised Also Mi 
Ridgeway, my mother, who is a graphic 
artist, was immensely impressed with 
the artwork. 

On ,i different note, I wish to respond 
to Mr John R chardson's letter in issue 
93. I'm afraid some of his complaints 
were m vain, as we didn't get to see 
fntemo down here, which was a d*s 
appomlment to me because, being fvf 
teen years old. there are many Pertwee 
adventures thal I’ve never seen which I 
would like to Additionally, 1 have never 
seen a full Hartnell or Troughton adven¬ 
ture (excluding The Three Doctors and 



The Five Doctors L We did have repeats 
but only for two months, wh>ch I conud 
er too short a length of time to fully enjoy 
them, considering how many adven¬ 
tures (here are 

As if that wasn't enough, apparently 
the A B C- (Australian Broadcasting Cor¬ 
poration) are having problems in plac¬ 
ing the new *b minute episodes into a 
time slot. I hope they sort it out without 
having to lake such drastic measures is 
editing, because, as Tm sura you've read 
in Stephen PanrteH'S letter in issue 91, 
they successfully spoilt episode four of 
The Caves of Andtoreni by doing just 
that though not for time reasons 

Morin Alim, 
Sandy Bay, 
Tasmania, 


VIDEO NASTIES? 

I must express my disappointment at the 
lack of repeats to celebrate such a 
monumental event as the Doctor Who 
anniversary. Twenty-one years is a long 
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time in the fife of a tv series and the 
recent recovery Of previously-lost epi¬ 
sodes from Nigeria provided the ideal 
Opportunity for the showing of old stor 
ies. This >t what we. the fans, want- 

While on the subject of video. I would 
like to draw attention to the latest Doctor 
Who video 7Ae fi'am ot Morinus t real 
ise that the editing of this video is not 
your fault, but I have to complain to 
someone. I feel that the editing of this 
wdeo is inexcusable The cuts were 
made because of the supposed horror 
content of the story Rubbish' Which is 
the most horrifying, the recent showing 
of the BBC programme, Threads or FA# 
Stem ot Mortars'* 

Threads gave me nightmares, which 
is a lot more than Doctor Who ever d-d. 
even when } was very much younger 

If a perenr hires a so-called video nasty 
and tells his child he is not to watch it, 
that child, behind his parent's back, will 
go ahead and watch it. Doctor Who’s 





























greatest tarn- arc not children and do not 
dove rye to be treated at voch with such 
blatant attach! of the editor'i sot sort V 
would rather pay betwen f2S and F30 lor 
a full version then fl9 9ft for half m#a 
•urea. 

Stephen W Morgen. 

Crumlin, 

Gwent 


VIDEO HORRIBLES! 

AJasdair Non was correct about the aw¬ 
ful adding going on at the Beeb t for one 
am put off buying BBC videos because 
of what can only be teen at catastrophic 
use of the editor's scissors The Beeb 
wonder why there it a large under¬ 
ground video mertet for Dorter Who. 
Maybe if they showed more repeats and 
issued more videos, say one a monih, 
we would be a lot happier. I would much 
rather pay say £20 for a full length Doc¬ 
tor Who story - unedited and good 
quality, than watch erectly, faded pirate 
copies, but That Is what 1 and many 
others are forced TO do at the moment. 
Whin will the BBC ever see sense? 

Richard Thomas, 
Agar Comics, 
Adlington, 
Cheshire, 


EVOLUTION OF THE 
CYBERMEN 

Many people I have talked to believe that 
since the Cybermen are essentially 
made of metal and plastic parts, they ere 
incapable of evolving. If anyone alee 
believes that, this will change their 

In The Troth Pienet, h was apparent 
that these were the first Cybermen This 
r* indicated by the face (moat Cyber men 
do not have note*), the two thousand 
wall lightbuib on top of their heads, and 
the fact that they still had names But, 
the most pnmiirvefhtng about them was 
that they were dependant on power 
from Monde* 



The Cvhmrmrt* m rme-evotutton. *rt a seen* hum Doctor Who And The Mbonbase further 
developments *** to tottow /See Jeffrey m//*#*na' Jeffer beta* t 


In Thr Moonbrse, we see that the 
Tel 0*1 an Cybermen have evolved a bit 
more The general form had changed a 
greet deal, although there were still 
resemblances to the original Cybermen. 

In Tomb of thr Cybermen. we set that 
they are tdenlicit to the Cybermen from 
The Moonbrte Yet still it was apparent 
that these Cybermen had evolved tech 
rtolngically with the creation of (he 
Cyber mat 

llrt The Wheel to Spree, we see that, no 
matter how slightly, the Cybermen have 
evolved further, especially in invasion 
techniques 

In The invaaon. we see « tremendous 
Change in the Cyber form I especially the 
upper just below the naefcj, h is apparent 
that the Cybermen have reached the 
pinned# of invasions 


In Revenge of the Cybermen. we find 
them In a decline. (The Cybermats look 
like steel worms}. We also see that the 
Cybermen * biggest wea > nets is gold. 

In £*rthshoct the Cybermen male a 
last ditch effort for victory. Instead, they 
suffer a crushing blow. 

In The Five Doctors, we tee the Cyber 
men in a battle that in (he pest (hay 
wouldn't have bothered to fight, Thau 
military coordination wat the worst 
ever, (Turning around and seeing a fiat 
ton Womor Robot destroying the hoops 
one Cybermen at a time and not even 
Firing a shot 1 ! 

In A tire* of the Cybermen, 1 hope we 
shall see a comeback 

Jeffrey Williams. 

Williams! on, 

N.C, 


DCCTCRWhD? by Tim Quinn & Dicky howett 


WAUKKCWD* BUB l‘j ((,. TREBLE Up ANDM DON'T WIN 
C05I CONSCIOUS AND I T’bJ/ MIND HAVING TO DASH AROUND Lltl 

I GPtAStO CHiatMS TO MAtt IT 
ICC*. uriTHWtARt 

HOflDCfe 

LVLN S\\ *J¥ & U5 


NdllttTWtAJ/M) 
HAVHGTO 

DOUBLE OH 


|I15 JD&1A BIT MIAN ' 
IHCY COULDN'T lASHOUt 

ON bOMt MOfit CHAIRS! 
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STOP PRESS - CY PH US 
CHRISTMAS PRESENT* 


iy n 

Maori fticini ilit 
compktr I hr Him *rrhptr> (4 /tartar Who. 
> f«)«Wn vM hI to mat 

bought I hr them if) the 
f, !•*. Hdllnv^ilif U 
Hartnell xfvrwliirr. fir «/ Ff 

■rr on tbrir *ii hark to (hr MM for trff 
hirping. The enquire wru *cn1 out hi 
Programme kdaptaliomy uUkuJ Kufff 
RrunvkilJ Mha irk ted Runt inufilrm 
vMkinf For m; mkvtkmg, t kart or It A*’ mairrul 
la hr r mimed to Mi rtjchlful 


Two count tocy replied in l he negator and 
ihcn CppfW* tv Matron vent in i list that 
ratnpnwd Tht Alter.t m The Semottm and 
cprunJo unc. too, three and %ti of Ike 
Renin of Tern* HIM’ Aldhit Selector 
St eye Bryant it delighted with the find and 
"Wc'ic Mill got io In JT trims irirraJ 
other tTKjnirvcv ui we’re keeping «nif fin- 
gerv uiMtil ” Proyhkri I oho Njihan 
Turner who phoned the g*newi through 
In u% tv umiUrty pkaicd 

The Rftfn of Terror timed the very lira 
«taMNi of Dorkw Who and •« imdMc hie 
iti poltched mate acrifM fans the pen of 
flennt% Spooner tiptv,xk ui mm returned 
to the BBT hurl tn 1910 Aa tor (he other 
recent find* . Hie Time I ieddlet and The 
War Machine i. dc2.iy *n ecprncnced in 
dripping the eptyodet in thcic thorn. Nil 
iheic chmild now have irmtd at Brentford 
The Itvi of miccing rfucodry i% nun down to 
130. and the me*aage from Steve Bryant n. 
» ever, keep on looking 



COMING U 

VIiih Die lwcnry-*ccond icason of Doctor 
Mho already underway , detail-! are Mill 
being released about the final two Mnne* 
vhcdukd for voreenmg ihi* year Story 
Rw, Tone tjiih. hay for nv guru ea%t Paul 
Dwitow tt Tckker. Pcmi Cifry *a the Oh] 
Man and Jcanannc Crow ky »% Vena Paul 
n the wremtd tn BlaAf * Serem Mai to 
appear in the dum lfa» mm, following 
Jacqueline Pearcc'v inclutaon m the can of 
TV Two Doettm Some fifteen yean bath, 
Paul recorded another Donor Who Mery, 
the lfWD ka Peri wee adventure, The Wu 
rime. IXrntv Carey hay a ho been m the 
«ene% before * once in the a honed Skoda 
tale m PraftiMt Oironotn and, in IWRI ji 


p ON AIR 

the Keeper in The keeper of bakrn 
The ucth ami final Mary hay now received 
a trtk from authoi I ik Saward ft n 
mtngumgly named Revetmon of the Dmiei. i 
and feature* not only a return for the 
pjpuLar inhabitancy of Ska to, hut aho their 
creator [)»>foi to be played oner more by 
Terry MoQoy ferry w** Davrm in ftCT* 
Rriitrrixtnm ttf the tktleki , ac well ac Payne 
in Anw i of the Cp her men Herriotum n i*f 
on the planet Veero*. and will invoice four 
dayV hKatwm filmsnpt in the Fnrtvmouth 
area Vy ith Mucho m»rdin|t yoenpkled by 
early FeNuaiy , the twenty veeond ycaum 
yfWHild draw to a dramatic and yoceevdui 
dote . 


SUCCESS ON A PLATE ^ 

Ion Fcriwree The plaie% are in dia 
An entirely new Oortor Ikho prudwi line meter, rkganih fmidrcd with a pfatmum 
h» heen launched, cormvimg of pfalc*. eoatuif on the rim. and the* come in an 
dctoraicd with (he fhntoe Who ihcme, jtliavme maroon Koyal Albert Nu. whwh 



Mtitahk for wall mounting or other dnplay 
The pLalec are of beautiful, high ifualitv 
whale china in the Royal Albert AlNon 
dyk. produced by Royal Doultoo. and the 
decor at lorn are in the form of attiaelive 
yketche* and tet under the glare 
Twelve different platrc are already plan¬ 
ned, and production hay Malted on l he tint 
three They depwt ihe fint three IXvtofy 

QUOTE OF THE MONTH 

Ihiy monih’c quote comet front a Dutch 
reader, Genlo Vt» DonX. who will he 
levelling one of our infanKtui prire* coon 
tvuic W»'i quote w*||! he ret rak'd ncet 
month, ui meanwhik- have a think about 
Ihn Uttk leaver "Somewhere vnmewherc 
Stand* in reaaoa . . . Hand* in rranoa? , . 
Ye*, dandy to rcavon . , . StUfWd eipreta- 
»n. Mandi lo reayofi I mean, why 
ducui l it lie down to reatoQ? . . , nttiacfal 
easier lo reav»n King lIowh 


rt an optauul e*tra Prucy ale expected to 
he below till each, mmpkte with the Nn, 
Bona-Ptuc l td. the producer! of the 
ptatei. ha>^ obtained the nchiiive licence 
from the BEK to produce ceranticy deco¬ 
rated with the Donor Mho theme 
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PART 3 

SCRIPT SrtVC PA8KHOVSS MRT JOHH RIDCWAr, fDiraR AlmH MCKfHZIt 
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G etting us underway this 
month it Robin Camp 
beM of Sheffield. who 
wonders. in lb® light of (he 
foui differ ent actor* who have 
played Bolus* (John Arnett, 
Leonard Sachs, Angus Me Key 
and Miilp Latham L how many 
Other ricumng character* 
have been played try more 
than one actor 
Wall, apart from the Doc 
toe*, there have been four 
Matter* (Anthony Amloy. 
Geoffrey Beaver*. Peter Pratt 
and Roger Delgado), two 
Romanes Hall* Ward and 
Mary Tamm), two voice* of K9 
(John Lecson and David Bn«r • 
ly), two Jamie* (Fraser Hi net 
and Hamith Wilton) and m 
Mewd/yn Undeed the ypung 
Teg an and Nysta wore played 
by Sian Pattenden and Lucy 
Sa^er 

The Great Intelligence, the 
disembodied voice that con¬ 
trolled the Yeti, wa* played by 
Wolfe Morns in The Abomm 
*£>Jc Snowmen and Jack Wal 
ing in The Web of Fust, whilst 


ri 

T> / 



Arc Of infinity 

SKELTON SERVICE 

Recently Allan Got* wa* 
watching the tTV sene* Rem 
bow and taw (he name Roy 



the voice of the While Guar¬ 
dian m the Stones of Blood 
wa* by the late Gerald Cross, 
a* Opposed to Cynl L ockham 
The Silurian leader. Icthar, in 
Wsmars of the Deep wti play 
ed by Norman Coombo*. 
whilst in Dr Who end the Sdu- 
runi, Icthar. then |u*( ■ piam 
Silurian Scientific wa* played 
by Pal Gorman and voiced by 
Peter Halhday 

In Mission ro the Unknown 
in 1969, there wa* a character 
called M alpha played by 
Roben Carl land, who re¬ 
turned in The octets' Mas re/ 
Pien played by Brian Mosel y 
Then there have been three 
Qevrot- firstly Michael 
Wither, (hen David Goodef- 
*on and more recently Terry 
Motley* who ha* taken the 
pan twice. In The Hend of 
Fear, E fdrad wa* firstly played 
by Juddh Pan* and (hen 
Stephen Thorne, who alto 
played the original Omega in 
The Three Doctor. i. more re¬ 
cently played by left CcMIief 111 


Station in the credit* Allan 
wonder* whether thn it the 
tame Mr Skelton who teem* 
to have fpent an eternity play 
ing Dale* voice* It certainly it, 
Allan, and thi* teem* an 
appropriate moment to hat all 
of Roy's Doctor Who credit*, 
a* lifted in the Radio Time* 
He played Dale* voice* *n £W 
of the Deleft*. Pfenet of the 
Deleft*. Genes** of the Defers 
and The Free Doctors He play¬ 
ed Cybervoice* m The Tenth 
Pfenet and The Wbeet m 
Space and a Kroton voice in 
The ft rotors Ha wa* al*o a 
monoid voice in The Ark in 
1BBS and (he computer voice 
in The ke Wemo/3 He played 
the invisible We*ter in Pfenet 
of the Dobks In mantlet 
form, at opposed |q |u*t 
voice*, he wa* Marshal Che- 
daki in The Android investor 
and King Hobon in The Hend 
of Peer A* him tell, he wa* 
Norton, the IMC spy m Colony 
m Space and Mr James in The 
Green Death 

ON TARGET 

Talking of the book* bring* u* 
onto our tern* regular Target- 
question time: (hit month 
Martin Keeling of Milton 
Keynes ask* who did the in¬ 
side illustration* to the early 
book* First, Arnold Schwart*- 
man did The D ebt s , whilst 
John Wood did The Zerbt and 
Henry Fob drew (he inaldt p«c 
(umis for The Crusaders, Chn* 

Archil led* did both the cover* 
and interior* for Day of (be 
Delek*. The Doomsdey 


Weapon, The Avion Investor 
and The Cave Montten. 
whilst the highly distinctive 
style of Alan Willow graced 
The Green Death, The See 
Devils. The Corse of Pebdon. 
The Daemons. The Abomm- 
ebb Snowmen. The Cyber 
men and Terrorof the Avion*. 

Our second Target query 
come* from Gary Tudhoe. 
who ask* which boob cover* 
feature the Doctor's compan¬ 
ion*, So, Peter Brook*' cover 
fbr The Green Deeth featured 
Jo Grant, Chn* Archilieos 
drew Jo on The See Dev ifs 
and The Brigadier on The 
Avion Invasion Victoria and 
Jamie feature on hi* Abomm- 
ebb Snowmen booby acket 
whilst Victoria ■* featured on 
The fee Wamort cover. Both 
Areh(lloot and Brookes fea¬ 
tured the Master, (he former 
on The Doomsday Weapon 
and the latter on Terror of the 
Avion*. The Master ha* also 
been drawn on cover* by 
Andrew Skillitef, namely 
Logopofi* and Pfenet of Fire. 
along with Kamahon, whilst 
Mark Bemham has pul the evil 
Time Lord on the cover of The 


a bemused looking K9 r who 
also- crop* up on The Free 
Doctor x Finally Jamie 
McCnmmon 11 featured on 
The Highbnder* 

EXPOSED! 

Quick one from Suianne Barry 
in Scotland who, after feeing 
Peter Davison'* bare cheat in 
Bbck Qrth*d t wonders 
whether there 'hat ever been 
any other story in which (he 




Mmd of fvrf. Sarah-Jane 
Smith turned up on two cov 
era by Peter Brooke*, firstly 
The Ghent Robot and then 
Pbnet of the Sp/dm, whilst 
Arc hi Moos put her on Pyra¬ 
mid* of Met*, and Roy Knipe 
placed her on Hend of Feer . 
Laela appeared on The Face of 
Evil and Nysta on The Keeper 
of 1 reken whilst (he first 
Rom ana it on The Armegge 
don Factor and The Androids 
of Term , sharing the I alter with 


Doctor decently exposed him* 
self?* indeed, Soianne, in 
Speerheed From Spec# the 
newly regenerated third Doc¬ 
tor look a shower and re¬ 
vealed lhai apart from a now 
face, he had also gained some 
colourful (adopt on hi* arm! 

TIME-LORD 

TROUBLE 

A regular question here, but 
Michael Bartrum of Norfolk 
was the first name out of the 
hal he asks whether The Mat¬ 
ter, The Meddling Monk and 
The War Chief are all the same 
Time-Lord- First, the War 
Chief certainly itn't (he Mas¬ 
ter. as the treacherous Time- 
lord who tried to sell the sec¬ 
ret* of lime travel to the Alien* 
led by the War lord in TheWer 
Game* was gunned down by M 
hit 'allies' toward* the end of 
the battle 

There is nothing to indicate 
that the Monk and The Master 
aren't one and the same, but 
as there is little to suggest that 
they are, we feel it it better to 
think of them at two separate 
people The Monk was a far 
let* lefhfl person, preferring 
to do thing* like puffing a 
deposit of money in a bui Id mg 
society and then shooting for¬ 
ward * few hundred year* and 
picking up a fortune in com¬ 
pound interest, whereas the 
Master would have been far 
more likefy lo have murdered 
all the staff and walked out 
with three times as much 
money* ■ 
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THE MARK 
OF THE RANI 

third rt«7 of th« nr* kiuhi of man* people coMWtud with ihe Uh»w be 
Dot 1 of Whet «$ called The Maft of beve i* pe bbly the bnl script of the cravon 
the Rani - but * hit tiKih m thtf Set m ihe England of the I SEC*. (hr ttory 

* in uk turn of the thinker*, the 


ttrange mirk? li it a luin? Or it k vornc take* pl*ci 


wn of warning* And who u the myuc 
nt>ui Kim? 'ft h> hai the been repelled 
from her home * nrld of Gallilre* - And 
jolt *hy n iht now teamed up with the e mI 
Miller } Hu the Doctor’r arch-foc found i 
femik companion fot himself. or it it Rani 
who hit found i compimon? 

Story AX thrown up to many quetliom 
and met the two tom five minute vrgmenri 
irxeumllrd thu February, we ought to tee 


inventor* and engineer* who ihapcd (he 
world into w hat wc know n to be today, One 
of i hove gnat pioneer* wat George Stephen 
wKl. who around (hat time invented The 
Rochets an early ttmoft of a MRfmnd 
train. In (he 1110* he tu bated in Nonkm 
England, an am heavily populated by mm 
mg communme*, people whose litre* re¬ 
volted around the digging and dumbuiion 
of coal - and here wit a man who wanted to 


the imwer* ilowly become clear in what make that divtnhutton quicker and eavier 



So why n foe vomctlung at apparently un~ 
cutfmt U coal, doe* the Jtuu want to 
cotnmuftMiie with hu«t> And why have the 
wood* and dale* of the locality suddenly 
become placet thu hum longer trie to 
treads 

La*t No*ember, Dixie* Xho Migmerme 
wrilert Gary Rutvell and Jutiin Ku hard* 
noted the location where (hit non »n 
hemg filmed and watched at the camera err* 
captured over fifty per cent of thn* s*ory on 
film, it opposed io videotaping in a studio 
That it because in Ironbfidgr, pun outside 
TcHord* rum BliH* Hill Open Aar 
Museum, where a whole 19th century mm' 
mg village hat been reconstructed foe die 
loumt* pro* hi mg an ideal background for 
the production team Of the two day* wr 
were there, ocvr day* the bn of the whole 
fclmmg khoJuir, wa» dampened by ram 
Colin Baker, John Nathan Turner, Nitoli 
Bnam et aJ had been standing under cover of 
umbrella* and tree* ranee quarier pact seven 
that morning and were still doing to at three 
m the afternoon, having only managed to get 
two or three dfcotv m between downpour*. 

Amongst the regular* were two new com 
«* to Dottor U ho, Ftp and jane Baker (no 
relation to Colin k although they are no 
ctf anger* to the world of SF, having contri 
buted film script* about Captain Nemo and 
episode* of Gerry Amlervon'i highly popu¬ 
lar iene* 

Directing thi* story ■* another newcomer 
to the verve** a talented lady called Sarah 
Helling* who, despite all the ram and pruh 
lenu. wu unfailingly cheetful and kept the 
whole crew together and happy Visual 
Effccu few thi* dory are supplied by David 
Barton, whilu on the costume and mak-r up 
vide there were a couple of old hands .at 
Doctor Who fresh from creating Andro- 
gwmv and Sontaram i* Cathy Divio m 
charge of the make up, whilu t mtightr*- 
*nml farthihocf costumier Dinah Collin 
supplied the costumes 

fouling Cohn Baker. Nicola Bryant and 
Anihom Ainlry are hue O’Mar a as the 
Ram, clad in the tightest pair of Leather 
trousers pouiblc, tfd Gawn Grainger at 

Terence Alesander, 
viewer* a* Bergr*** 'i 
father-inla*. pby* Lord Ravens* ntth and 
Peter Child*, whom SUkn T fan* will 
remember pUi ed Arco early on in *he set iec 
run and almost managed to ynn the l iber- 
ator crew., plan Jack Ward Hi* tun* juke, » 
pbyed by Ganr Cady, who recently itarred 
*n BBC n I cimvcdy cene* F eating, a* hnih 
ftarron’i ton. AW m the can is Richard 
Steele* who has pervious!* appeared in fie 
War Games and The Wirun, William 
Hkley at Tun Base* Kevin While as Sam 
Rudge, Hus Lrvent as Edwin Green* Marty* 

hitrhv, Cordelia Duion and Sarah James 

With a ttrong cast, an above-average 
amount of local urn work. » good director 
and erpenerved wmer*. The Rrd of the 
fUm look* a potential tenon winner u ever 
there wav one, 


" l J lie | , ..mil wi 

Geoe^r SirpHmto*, 
best known to iv 1 
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START THE NEW SEASON' RIGHT 

WE STOCK THE LARGEST SELECTION 
OF BRITISH AND U S. ITEMS ANY* 
WHERE 

LATEST DOCTOR WHO PATCHES 
AND BADGES IN STOCK: 

FAST SERVICE AT THE BEST PRICES, 

Work! wide SUBSCRIPTION SERVICE for Paper 
backs and Hardbacks iPiYnwni in US OkAvs 
accepted I 

Send m FIRST CLASS Stamp lo* Laini catalogue , 
IOvptwmy send two International Reply Coupons! 

JOHN HTTON (BOOKS ft MAGAZINES), 
1 Orchard Way, H«nsdt, Goole, North 
Humberside, ENGLAND. 
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Ml Kronor (The Tune Monster) 

142 Gallaeia (Portrait} (The T.me Monster} 

Vorg end Piet ret (Carnival of Monsters) 

Jo end Otff in 'Nuthatch' (The Green Death) 
Doctor in black * red jacket (The Green Death} 
Doctor and Una by Sontaran spacecraft 
(The Time Warner) 

147 Doctor in agony inside 2ygon spacecraft 

(Terror Of the Zygons) 

148 Doctor end Leela (Fee# of tvil) 

149 Doctor sitting in armchair reeding book (Shade} 

150 Nyssa (Close-up} (Keeper of Traken) 

»Sl Doctor end Adric by TAftDiS console (LogopoJis) 
P Doctor sitting on TARDiS ftooffCaitrovaha) 

Doctor in wheekhair in f AJIDiS (Castrovaha) 
Doctor studying books I Cast rove tv a) 

Doctor end Adm (Kind a) 

Nyssa & Adric titling on Nytsa'l bed (Visitation) 
1ST Dr by TARDtS in harlequin outfit holding mesk 

(Black Orchid} 

Dr. leaning by TAflDlS wearing harlequin mesk 

(Black Orch»d) 

Doctor climbing out of bonronu! T A ft CHS 
(Time flight} 

160 Doctor looking at 'crystal bell' (Timef light) 

161. Doctor in Omega costume (Arc of Infinity) 

162 Nyssa end Doctor (Snakedance) 

163 Nyssa (Full length portreitj (Snakedance) 

164 Group of Cybermen poised to attack 
(The Ftve Doctors} 

Cyberman being destroyed in shower of sparks 

(The Five Doctors) 

Burning shell of Cyberman The Five Doctors} 

167 Second Doctor smiling 'Portrait) (The f>ve Doctors) 
166 First Doctor (Richard Humdell} Portrait 

(The Five Doctors} 
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lech photograph is available in 4 sices 
The tost of each sue is as follows 
Smell (S' nisi 

Medium (fyftl 
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ixtre Large (14**10 
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« UU Lett« UK turf ieyr * (>000 


Thflt 


t. Ait cheques? O s mutt be made payable to John G M<£ ro> 

2 All orden should be sent to fthoto Offer 5). 3? Speed House 
Sarbtcen. London IC2Y *AT 

3 Meat* print dearly the number and ure of each photograph 
you require (eg 145$, 162M l«Xi etc) 

4 Please eJSow 2* days for delivery of photographs • m 

























































E rie Pringle'S The 
Awakening novel m a 
prime example of what 
happani whan you gel the 
original writer of the tele-play 
Id novelite hn own script he 
tor she) can take it mould it 
into in entirely new medium 
and produce at the end not 
only a novel of nearly ISO 
paget (hat Stand# wail at ♦ 
book, hut alto vtavt Niit 
minder of an exoallant serial 
on laiwtaion that won't upset 
putitli who like to read exact¬ 
ly what they tew on their 
screens 

Contrery to original sugges 
tio-ni, Pringle has resisted the 


whole initial surprise and 
fright it gr adually replaced by 
curlotity and amazement at all 
the wondrout thing* that ar* 
going on around him. 

Pringle add* a few thing* 
here and there, the littfa Malus 
in the IARCMS hr*t appears in 
Ben Woiwyi house. Sir 
George hat an ancestor in the 
real Civil War. who forced Will 
.Chandler into fighting The 
on# seen* I had expected to 


~He heard if coming, fike a 
tidal wave moving m from the 
horuon af an me red th/e 
Speed ft came roaring 
through the sunlit afternoon, a 
vast lowvong ridge of sound 
wftreft blotted out sky and tun 
and then everything m fhe 
worfd Suddenly it war upon 
him. ft engulfed hts mmd. 
Now he felt he was inside the 
morse, if had iwaWowecf him 
up and there was nothing any¬ 
where but this roarmg. louder 
than it was possible fork mmd 
to hold. Th e impact stunned 
him No stared witdfy mto the 
sky, then his eyes stated from 
hts heed and his mouth 
creased m pam; hts hands 
went to hts ears and ha held 


hts head against the buffeting, 
and he screamed m a long* 
drawn out shriek of pam and 
terror at the Malus sucked hts 
mmd out of him The people 
on the Green, startled by hts 
wading cry, were watching 
fum even more wanly now 
- t>uf of the way: he yelled 
at them. 1 must get to the 
churvhf'But before they Could 
move, he dug hit heelt into 
the horse's hanks and gal¬ 
loped through the shade of 
the chestnut tree into the hard 
sunlight on the Green, Scat¬ 
tered them m alt directions Sir 
George Hutchinson, the once 
proud owner of Little Hod- 
compe, was answering the 
call of hts new master." 


temptation to return to the 
Story in the original four-part 
version he submitted and 
keeps the pace going remark 
ably over the mere two epi¬ 
sodes. filling the pages out 
with some stunningly visual 
prose that really mikes the 
reader feel that he is sitting on 
the edge of the Green watch¬ 
ing the pageant, w tn the 
church nave observing the 
Malus breaking through the 
wall. 

Mora often than not. you 
feel akin to Wilt Chandler, 


see reinserted but that wasn't 
was the one that involved 
Kamel ion, cut on transmis¬ 
sion, but surprisingly omitted 

here es well. 

The characters that we met 
all too briefly on television ar# 
alio fleshed out considerably, 
most notably Hutchinson. 
Who no longer seems Just 1 
ranting psychopath. He ■$ cer¬ 
tainly the eccentric but harm- 
less Squire at the book's open¬ 
ing but by the end. as the 
Matu$ F hold gels stronger and 
more malevolent he becomes 
more dangerous and unba¬ 
lanced Whereas on televi¬ 
sion, th# final scene where 
Will throws Sir George into 
the Malus end hit death 
teemed just to be the end of 
the viilam. in th* book rt seems 
much more an inadvertent act 
of mercy, releasing the Squire 
from ihe terrible force that has 
so changed him. 

Perhaps the-only unsatisfac¬ 
tory pad of th* who!a book is 
the final section set in the 
T ARCMS Just as it appeared 
on lafeviston, it *■ full of 
cliches of the. *0h well, you 
only tried lo kill me but now 
let’s be friends,* variety l 




ment. and seeing that he. too. 
took description rather than 
event lo the extreme. I am 
amazed that so far neither The 
King's Demons nor Black 
Orchid, 1st alone Edge of De s- 
t met ion o r The Rescue from 
the Hartnell era. have yet been 
arta-mpted. Go on. Target, ask 
f nc Pringle to do Stack Orchid 




must say Td hoped that f nc 
Pnngl* would take the oppor 
(unity of killing off Joseph Wil 
How. who was fir more th# 
evil-doer thin Sir George! 

Taking a look at the other 
two parter that has so far been 
adapted lor reading. Ian Man 
tti s The Sontaran Expert- 


and see what happened 
And just a reminder that the 
firs! paperback of !9B$ out 
now »s Fmnttos by Chns B o 
mead and in hardback out 
now, for the first time under 
the W H Allen banner are The 
Abominable Snowmen and 
The Crusader 


~Although the Doctor and 
his companions had With¬ 
drawn out of the nave and 
retreated mto the sanctuary, 
still the ghostfy figures adv¬ 
anced unretentmgfy, and still 
the hollow drumming 
boomed through the roar and 
smoke of the Mafus. Turtough 
glanced over hts shoulder, the 


stamed glass window loomed 
above them and scattered 
fragments of coloured Irghf 
across the floor and thee 
bodies "We're running out of 
pieces to run', he murmured 
to Tagan. 

"’That's becoming the 
story of our lives ", she 
sighed .* l 
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EPISODE ONE ^ 

tune ring lakes the Doctor and 
I fin friends back to Norva and then 
I vanishes Bui 11 It * vary different 
Nervi to (he one they left, This it • much 
smaller space ship, a beacon, And the I 
data it hwiI thousand years aarlwr 
than iheir first visrt. 

Thera are only four people alive bn the I 
ship, at what seems to ba • plague like 
germhas killed everyone else The survi¬ 
vors conn»t of Commander Stevenson, 
two crewmen, Warner and Latter, and a 
civilian, Hallman When they hear the 
newcomer*, the Commander and Letter 
go to investigate A Cybermat attack* | 
Werner. 

Nerve pick* op a message from Voga 
thought to be a dead planet since a 
| universal war m which ihe Cybermen 
were defeated But before he can con 
tmue, the operator ■« killed by two armed I 
men In the underground Vogan city, the | 
leader of the Guardi am, Vorut. it talking 
to Maguk. his chief assistant. They are | 
waiting for a message from an agent. 

When the Doct or heart that Narva has I 
a transmit beam to Yogi, ha recalls that 
this it 'the planet of gold' H does not 
take him long to deduce that the Cyber- 
men are ai work 

Kef Imen. alone in hit office, begins to I 
uaa • ttemn WH t f. A Cyber space eh«p| 
hanging in space not very far away 
receives a message, and begins to move 

away 

The Doctor investigates Heilman's| 
office and finds a bag of gold dust there 
Me escapes from a smoke trap Sarah it | 
attacked by a Cybermat and at or 
begins to show sign* of the 'plague' 

EPISODE TWO 

To remove the poison from Sarah's j 
System, Ihe Doctor l oils Ha rry to take her j 
on the transmit beam to Yoga and then i 
come back at once, Although the penta- 
J lion drive it misting, he manages to I 
make the transporter work, 

On Yoga, Megrik is putting ihe I 
finishing touches to a rocket Harry and | 
Sarah arrive there, end art taken pn son¬ 
ar. Heilman it identified at the saboteur I 
on Nerve The Doctor realises that the 
man is playing for time - for what 
purpose? Using a Cyber mat lo coerce 
him. the Doctor extracts the pentagon | 
drive from Kef I man 
Harry and Sarah are put in a cell and I 
bound with golden leg fetters They 
toon manage 10 reeleaM} themuMvM | 
from the sofr metal. Councillor Tyrum, 
ihe ruler of Yoga, sends for Vorus to fell 
turn that he n known to be • man wdl) a | 
mad thirst for power. To maintain secur¬ 
ity, the City will taka over from |h#J 
Guardians 

























Sarah and Harry are pursued by 
Vorut's men; he thinks they will be able 
to betray hi* plant to Tyrum The Cyber ■ 
men break into Narva 

EPISODE THREE 


Just •* Vonji't men. are about to Ml 
them, Sfl^h end Harry ere rescued by 
Sheprah, Captain of the Crty Militia 

With Hallman, the Cyberleader it 
studying! a map of the Vogen cave syt- 
tam. He decide* that ihe humans must 
carry bombs into Ihe very core ol the 
planet - a core that t* almost solid gold. 

Sarah and Harry explain their situs 
t»on to Tyrum. Sheprah says that for the 
time be>ng, hr* men will not attack the 
area housing the Guild ol Guardians, 
Vorus tails Msgrifc to let him know im* 
mediately they are ready to start the 
countdown ol the rocket. They will not 
wad until KeUman has left Nerve; the 
Cybermen may suspect his story 

Tyrum. after hearing the story of the 
humans, wonder* if Vorus has brought 
the revenge of the Cybermen upon them 
agam Once before they attacked the 
planet of gold, and although they were 
defeated, since then the -Vogsni have 
fill safer living underground. 

Kellman it earn by (he Cybermen to 
investigate the Vogen end of the matter 
beam, a* there appears to be a melfunc 
tion The Cyberleader it sosptdous of 
the humans' concern for hi* men., who 
will be accompanying the human bomb 
carriers to Voge 

The Cyber leader tells the Doctor that, 
once ihe deafly gold of Voga is des¬ 
troyed, his force will take over the 
galaxy KeNman will be their puppet 
dictator The Doctor is surprised, he did 
not think that K oilmen's ambitions lay in 
this direction When Keiiman arrives on 
Voga, ha is arrested by Sheprah 

The bombs are fastened to the Doctor, 
Commander Stevenson and Lester by 
buckles which, when interfered with, 
explode. Any deviation from lhe>r pre 
scribed route will be detected by radar, 
and the bombs detonatad by remote 
control They leave by transmit beam 
and, while their Cyber guards hold off 
the Vogans, begin their journey, 

KeOman tell* Tyrum that he was work- 
tng with Vorus to lead the Cybermen into 
a trap. They were to be lured to the 
beacon, and then it would be destroyed 
by rocket Sereh slips away to warn the 
Doctor; a* she think* that he is stifl I hare, 
she takes the transmat beam back to 
Nerva. 

Vorus tells Tyrum that hi* Intention 
was to destroy the Cybermen. so that the 
Vogans CouId live on the surface of their 
planet one again, instead of cowering in 
the interior like worm* Tyrum says the 
plan was msene Harry cuts across ihe 
recriminations with the reminder that 
they must slop the bombs being 
planted. Tyrgm remember* that a ven 
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No ordinary tale this, with its 
elements of the supernatural 
the destruction of universes 
and an identity crisis . .. 
Reported by Richard Mar son 

Not avr*ry Doctor Who story is, or can be, 
an unqualified success Each season 
contains its share of hits and misses and 
the twelfth season was to be no excep¬ 
tion Robot was earned by the regenera¬ 
tion and an intriguing central idea, while 
The Sontermn £ apartment was a suffi¬ 
ciently dramatic two garter. Ekilh The 
Ark m Spare and Genesis of the Defeks 
were magnificen! stones that won justi¬ 
fied acclaim, but Revenge of the Cyber 
men. as the final entry of that senes, 
seemed to lack something, 

Certainly tha production team behind 
it were less than fond o< it Producer 
Philip Hinchobffe names it as hi* least 
favou rite show because. “We never real¬ 
ly got the story exactly *t we wanted K It 
had started life under the aegis of Barry 
Letts and it had changed a lot from the 
initial commission, Money at the time 
was rather scarce and overall we simply 
had to agree to a total compromise, 
because of time and money, which ts 
never a happy position in which to be, 
whatever your involvement,' 

Writer Gerry Davis, co-creator of the 
Cyberman, was also unimpressed with 
the and result of hts work, which was 
quite heavily re-wniten by script editor 
Robed Holme*: *| wasn’t, in the end, at 
ill pleased with my connection with the 
story. Originally I had been told that rt all 
had to be done on the cheap, using one 


banc let (the Nerve Beacon) and making 
sure I didn’t write for armies of Cyber- 
men or anything like that This t did but 
they apparently had a sudden mid¬ 
season budget increase, which mas 
they COuld have film wort. My script wm 
very different when it appeared and I 
didn't care for n. I'm afraid “ 

The Vogans were nothing to do wit* 
the original Davis creation and we re pad 
of the addition* made lo hr* script, along 
with a Hite change, at the original was 
deemed too undramatic. Revenge of the 
Cybermen was definitefy a dramatic trite 
- but rather contradictory to the spirit of 
the supposedly emotionless Cyber men 

For director Michael Bnani, the story; 
had a great number of probtemgj 
although rt did provide him with t 
after-dinner story for many years to 
coma: 

“Actually, making rt was mart drama¬ 
tic then what eventually appeared on 
screen. I always go to locations before¬ 
hand and spend a few days virtually by 
myself, (ust thinking and setting out «i 
the options I wanied to spend about# 
day in the Wookey Hoi* cave* where we 
were going to film, but the aulhorrte* 
weren't keen on me being down theft 
while they were showing guided lou^t 
around, 

'They asked if I would mind goin 
down after closing time, about sevj 
o'clock I said Tine' but pointed out that 
I d have to be there to midnight at Nasi 
They agreed saying that they'd lock both 
entrance* as normal, giving me a key. 

"With my wife I duty sat off into (he 
caverns and after about two hours of 
wandering about, taking notes, some- 


tiiation cross shall opens into the central 
one to the core 

Sarah reaches Nerva, to find only 
Cyber men there Meanwhile. Harry and 
Kallmen make their way along the shaft. 
They reach ihe Doctor, but a rockfill 
stuns him and Kellman i* killed Harry 
begins to undo the buckle of the ruck- 


EPISODE FOUR 


The Commander and Lester arrive lo 
stop Harry just m lime, and the Doctor 


recovers consciousness. If *1 eight mi 
nutes to the explosion. Using gold dust 
as a weapon they destroy the Cyber 
guards The Doctor defuses the bombs 
The Vogen packet is ready, but Ihe Doc 
tor persuades Tyrum to delay firing unni 
he can rescue Sarah from Nerva 
The Cybermen decide to transfer all 
their bomba to Nerva, and then adjust 
the beacon's controls to send ■! off orbit 
onto a collision course with Voga- at the 
weakest point of the planet s crust 
The Doctor arrives on Nerva end find* 
Sarah. Ha gels to work, on # Cybermai 
with a bag of gold dust When the guard 
return», the ihing attacks him and ha 
























body cam* up, I thought at firsi ho was a 
security guy but (hen t taw ho wat 
dressed in a wet suit tasked him How ha 
had got in and he said. Oh. I always 
coma in, Can I borrow your torch*' ( 
Mused, because I needed ■( to see with 
and 1h* man said, "Right you art*' before 
going off into th* gloom Shortly after- 
wards. w« heard a little Irish tune whitt¬ 
ling from the shadows and both my wifa 
and I began to feel a bit tetrad. 

'I decided to call it a night, even 
though | hadn't finished but first I asked 
the caretaker who the man had been and 
why he had been let in, I was to*d, "We 
didn't let anyone in. Me was an Irishman 
who died down there pothoUng three 
yean ego.’ Of court* I couldn't tell 
anyone, because my film und would 
never have worked there 

"We had also been warned not to 
m,ike fun of the Witch of Wookey Hole, 
which is a natural rock formation that 
resembles a witch We alt look it a tnl 
tongue in cheek and towards the end of 
filming, a Couple of our electricians dret- 


The beecon begins its collision 
course Before he can be stopped* Vorus 
fireslh* rocket Tyrum shoots him dead 
No one knows how to change the course 
of the missile, 

The Overmen quit the beacon, leaving 
Sarah and the Doctor tied up They can 
see the rocket from Voga coming nearer 
They manage to free themselves, and 
the Doctor IS able to di reel the Comm an 
der as to how to deflect the rocket. It bits 
the Cyber ship and tMpfodei 

Just m t»me, the Doctor it able to stop 
Narva and take the beacon beck into its 
correct orbit. Harry returns to the beam 
The three friends enter the Tudit to 
refum to present day Earth i 








sed the Witch up in a black Cloak and 
broomstick as a bit of fun, 

’Five minutes lifer. Lis fell off a 
powerboat and was nearly drowned 
Tarty Walsh rescued her but they were 
both very shaken and indeed, Terry had 
to go up to the surface where he was 
desjperiiety ill. Chiarter-dfen-hourfeier, 
I wat setting up another shot when one 
of th* electricians fell from a rock and 
broke his leg. The message it deer — 
don't mock the Witch of Wookey Hole ' 

Revenge saw the return of the Cyber 
mats* as wail as their unfeeling masters 
'The main pr ob l e m in the studio was the 
Cytoermait. I triad to do the seme thing 
I'd done with the maggots in The Green 
Death but it wasn't as successful, I tried 
domg them m different ways - some 
were CSG some like puppets and tome 
were hand animated I had looked at the 
old ones but I decided they were a tut too 
cute, although in retrospect I have to 
admit that mine weren't that wonderful 
ether, I really wanted them, to look 
reptilian and tnakehke, but they didn't 
come off ' 

The Cybermen themselves were die 
signed by freelance company Alexander 
Bowled and Michael says of them: *1 
was happy about the Cybermen, 1 
thought wa did (ham quite well " 

The sets used were simply redressed 
ones from The Ark m Space, the serial 
which was made back to back with this 
production *1 was working with some¬ 
body etse's designer, though, which 
proved rather limiting, not very enjoy 
able - and considering the sett were 
rather cheep, not lhat marvellous Then 
there ws« that terrible revolving planet 
at the end. There was a line in (hat scene 
where U* had to turn to Tom at Ihe 
plarwl grew tugger and bigger on screen 


end say. "Doctor, we re heading for the 
biggest bang m history,' 

'You can imagine the reaction that 
produced when if came to record it. it's a 
difficult show for actors to believe in - 
they" re being asked to destroy a couple 
of universes between now and teatime 
and they have to find a way of domg it 
lhat is reel * 

Incidental rnusK was provided by 
Carey Btyton: *1 think that's probably 
becausef had a reputation for wanting to 
be different ft was usually Dudley but 
Carey was a good change “ 

Bemg one of the earliest recorded 
Tom Baker stories, Michael thinks this is 
why he was chosen; "When I was en¬ 
gaged. Tom was still really finding hi# 
feet. I was terribly nervous As an actor, 
he was frying to do his own thing bul th* 
script wain i stylistically very different 
Aa director* I was caught in a chicken end 1 
egg situation * on (he one hand them's 
Tom being terribly successful in fights a 
la Jon Rertwee. and thare's Tom saying,. 
But l don't want to do it like (hi* 

'I would ask him how he wanted to do 
it and Tom would say. Td rather not,' In 
th* and* we would compromise and he 

SAVED MONEY 

would win - bul only just- I could ba¬ 
lance the changes Everything grew very 
quickly in rehearsal and it was my job to 
nurture (hat growing. When things were 
patently lousy, I dropped them * 

Kevin Sloney, ex of The D* fie* M*tt*r 
Wan and Th* /nv*s*on f appeared at 
Tyrum while William Marlowe, who had 
been Mailer in the 1971 story Th* Mmd 
of T*>t. was Lester From Th* Seed's of 
Q**ih came Ronald Leigh Muni as 
Stevenson and David Coflings, of Mew* 
dryn Undrsd and Th* Robots of O&sth 
fame, played Vorus, Michael Wither, 
whose Doctor Who credits are too 
numerous to mention, was Megnk and 
Christopher Robbie, who had been in 
Th* Mind Robber, was (he towering 
Cyberleader. 

For the dead crew members seen at 
the beginning of the story, the director 
saved money by using plastic manne¬ 
quins. instead of costly extras Slock 
footage was used, at Sarah is seen 
watching the crew's old videotapes and 
freelancer John Fnedttnde* was r*- 
spoosib!* lor the beautiful Vogan 
masks, 

The story was novelised for Target by 
Terrance Dicks and was the first BBC 
video release on account of its popular¬ 
ity at the Longlpsi convention, unedited 
and in a highly inaccurate cassette 
cover 

Overall, tfeveng* of th* Cybermen 
was an enjoyable but sadly undemand¬ 
ing four episodes, which remains popu¬ 
lar among fans - if not wdh the cast and 
crew who produced it ■ 
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The Sixth Doctor speaks with 
Gary Russell and Justin 
Richards and we record the 
Baker's dozen replies to their 
questions ., * 


* 


C olin Baker if. * v*ry difficult gentle 
man (o interview* Every answer, 
tlfttmtnl or qvfflion it accom¬ 
panied by % twinkle in hit #ye * du* 
that despite the leriouineii of that 
answer. your question hat b»tn 
answered by • man with an unusual 
tanta of humour Ha alto hat an asto¬ 
nishing talent lor ude-f racking hit mter- 
viewer* 

Ha may b* nearly v* feet tall. well- 
tw'T and with tha look of a mmtc boaer 
but beneath ■! ai, Colin Baker it a very 
gentle man. and both a pleasant and 
e^dt-ng par von to interview Over tha 
court# of two day*. wh#l|i filming /he 
Msrt of [ho fam in Shropshire, ha 
grabbed *vefy *va<i able chance to talk 10 
ui, whether lifting on a piavhc baa or 
sheltering under a multicoloured 
umbrella la prop from /ha two Doctors 
which Mtmt now permanently «t Col- 
■n’t ude, off tcraanl , 

Cohn's routa to tha u*th Doctor hat 
taken him through Shakevpeares Msm 
iff and Mocboth. hiftpru^ai drama* Mu* 
W*t and/Vate, modern dram* like Juhet 
and rt>a programme that fi#*l 
made him a household nam# both here 
and abroad, /he Brolhon. where ha 
played tha scheming Paul Manronay 
Clad in the multicoloured jaclrat of 
famed bad Te*te\ complete Wlh Black 
pool rock I'fce trousers and horr if »c green 
shoes, and only an ever^hangmq cat 
badge at hiv Vida. Ih« f*jrth Doctor shod# 
around tha wofidi i»nd hill* of Shrop 
vilft a* if it wav something Calm had 
baan doing all hit Me, not just unde* a 
/Mr 

Group a of »n tab children, on educe 
tional school (rip* to van a museum of 
ISXh Century min#worfc>ngt warn far 

mure int#re*t#d mt ikhinq Colm going 
through the motion* of fighting evil and 
sawing lha universe again, despite tha 
ratn Although vu fa#, ha d only boon on 
our screen* for one four part story, it 
wav clear ha wav already thr Doctor lo 
lha ihw v viewer* 

Hoc t of Who Magazine So what had 
CoUn been doing whan ha wav aik ed la 
play th* Doctor/ 


Calm Biker ‘I warn louring wdh a play 
called Suditumty af H&mr wiUh a lady 
called Ann Avion and I wav in Richmond 
Whan I got a phono tjJi from John 
Nathan Turner, who rang me and s-ani 
look I want to lad to you - can you 
coma id to loodQfl* r Well, what i it alt 
about r I asked, hut ha *atd he would 
rather roll me when t gut there I thought 
f knew what it wav «t was the summer 
and tomeone wanted ma logo and open 
a fhte o# something and ha d used u ft J 
hit Doctor Who friends and to wav 
branching out « pit further - I still^l 
**k#d lo do thing* like that becauiAqf 
/ft# 0/of hero 

'So I trotted m to hit oft«# and he tad 
it was a preliminary chat wdh a vmw to 




# 


pota+bly playing th# Doctor* The follow 
tag wt-el f wai. by chance n B'ackpoo 
and wandered into the eshibdion jr-d 
that * where I heard the rumour about 



Brian Blessed playing th# Doctor At far i 
at I know, that whole thing wat a rumouf 
manufactured by the press and I am 
assured he wan never offered «t or even jj 
cont*dered - at knew anything about t 
until he read it m 1h# paper*! 

"I didn I know Ret## wa* leaving and 
When 1 did that wa* to met h mu i hj j iq 
keep very guitf about Then i mar with *► 
John and th# then Head of Senes in#s. 


Serial* at the BBC David R#id and we 
talked d over They said Go away and 


think about if. and I had two more week* 


of thr* tour thinking about what li could 































although it wasnl in e**#r there *ng 
then - how did I think I would play »t* I 
wit fd tow to play d and w# talked at 
some length JI to hpw I would approach 
d But it ah a good Attki jitter that 
he ted he wanted me to do »t 0 Jt : j *, i 
thoogM (he reason John has aited me >* 
because h# *ee* something in me it * 
perion which he ihmki it um'J for in'# 
Doctor “ 

How much of the character of the n*th 
Doctor it actually the character of Culm 
Baker the men? 

An enormous amount of Doctor num¬ 
ber i 4 * 14 Colin Baker On top of that 
there ere other ihmgi * tome similar to 
whet he* gone before Hjrtn* i * slight 
■ rtetcibiiity for example ( wet also very 
keen that it thouid be dear the Doctor 
doetn | com# from TunOr dge Wii* * but 
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do. whet I could contribute, to 1 bor 
rowed a few old lepe* I mult have 
welched between twenty end thirty old 
flonet - end I enjoyed ■!< 

'It wasn't compulsory but I thought it 
was one wey io assimilate the program- 
me, although there * no wey I'd went to 
slavishly copy any of my predecessors, 
but to assimilate that which rathe Doctor 
end then wondered what characteristic* 
i could add myteif 9 found it very useful 
- it meant I undermtood what I wet 
talking about when I said the word 
Sonuran' or Malts'." 

How long did it take to decide to accept 
the offer and be the new Doctor Who? 
'Oh, the moment John first mentioned 
■t 1 H« *eid that Paler we* leaving and 
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he m actually from a pfin«i ca 'ed Gaiiif- 
le*. Sewn though he look.* like you or 
'na^w^pet have two heart* and other 
ihlng^hlf"ere different - maybe h# 
doe*n t have the tame va lues 

"Even though he doH FHM>i#v#lfetf|pr 
tice and truth, he might not ha ea sen¬ 
timental a* Earthlings: A ir tv g( 
humour, a leva of language: he im¬ 
merse* himself in other cu^turee. I think 
he II move away from the Shakespa#- 
rian quotes - l m mor* Interested in 
some of the lass obvious quotes ft * my 
intention to slip a few into tech script, 
'Originally these quotes were my 
idea, but now the writers art taking them 
up *nd are slipping them m too We do 
do edlibt - there'* a nice on* in The 
Two Doctors about Columbus, but they 
have to be worked out in rehearsals- A 
lot of the changes come from the three* 
tor. or the Producer at the Producer t 









(Wm Baker inter* icwcd 

Run j That'S * b*g rehearsal that occur* 
after wave been rehearsing for about a 
WMfc.il 

* After that time, John comes to Wt d. 
end says, How about saying this ih*i r * , ‘ 
And a lot of Ihe things he adds are ttungn 
I've wanted lo do anyway but thought 
they d My no to - but if John tuygetl t it 
wall that's ad nghtf* 

How did your own costume evolve? 

’That * one area t was heavily involved 
♦n, I spent a lot of time trying to think of 
something for mt and I kept coming 
back, to someth-ng likethe Maattr wears 
- vary black and sever#, but of course it 
was totally impractical and unsuitable 
for me - you can t have two people 
doing that Then I rather dried up on 
ideas for something to go wdb my par - 
tonality -#o John said tt therefore ought 
to be something with very bad taste I 
accepted that and the costume designer 
Pat Godfrey came up w th some draw 
»ngs which were stunning, ail muiitco 
toured * and in extraordinarily good 
taste 1 We kept saying But that s far too 
mce - go away and try again" and even¬ 
tually she came up with what I have now 
"1 think what soever about this is that 
it is appalling test#. «n the tense of whet 
is juxtaposed with wh*i, bul the overall 
effect is very eye-catching and I'm rather 
fond o# It I have no strong with for it to 
Change - unleu the naturtf evolution 
moves it on. it might have odd details 
change, though, for practical reasons 
but I'm happy with i|, 

‘As for the cat.,. well, one of the few 
contributions l mad* was (h# hedge 
Personally. I love cats and it’s always 
easier to choose something you like 
yourself - like Pater with cricket and so t 
suggested a cat motif There are going to 
be refinements on n - and there are 
reasons for it which 1 won t spoil future 
scripts by divulging but it certainly 1*01 • 
restorative 1 But it it symbolic 
"There it * Quotation that goes: 1 am 
the cal that walks by himself and aif 
places are the same to me". Now rf you 
stick the word "times' in there 'I am the 
cat that walks by himself and all times 
and places ere Ihe same to me’. I think 
that sums up the Doctor, h*s own being, 
prowling through Ida If you ever 
observe cats, they are very contained, 
very sure of themselvee and do ridicu¬ 
lous things - just like the Doctor** 

What about developi ng the char otter of 
the sixth Doctor? 

"Developing isn't really a conscious 
thing A thing develops by feeding back¬ 
wards and forwards between people. 
There t John Nathan Turner, who's a 
very strong producer, with a good aye 
tor what it good in stories and charec* 
ters and I believe - not just because he 
cast me ~ his eye i s Che best one on the 
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programme and I trust absolutely whal 
he says Ht has ideas writers have ideas 
* even I have ideas, heaven forbid, and 
«t * (ike (breaking into his best Carf 
Sagan impersonation) an organic, grow¬ 
ing thing The character m The Twin 
Dr/emma was obviously the post 
regenerative character - very excessive. 

"So many actors have said to m*. 'You 
are really lucky, you've got the best part 


in the country,' and rt is, It's like playing 
Robin Hood. William Tall and fCmg 
Arthur all m one it's very much in the 
currant mythology, ifi been going for 
twenty-one years now h i not like play 
ing Hamiet - even though each Doctor 
has the tame name, each on* is diffe¬ 
rent You can t research a character I ke 
the Doctor, you can only look at the pas), 
and see whet weni on But even the past 
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Mm BaA'tr inter* tewed 

isn't anything vary strongly attached to 
my Doctor* 

On th# (*U th*or*tic*l ik)«. how does 
rthurting lor a show bhe Doctor Who 
go on? 

*¥ou Start r*neafs<ng. lor instance, Oh 0 
Monday and go right through until the 
following Saturday morning Thon the 
Monday a her you have something cal¬ 
led a Technical Run. where all the senior 
cameramen, lighting men. toundmtn, 
etc all com# into what it essentially a 
blank room, wtfh chalk marks on (he 
door and you go through the script, so 
they know roughly what they V# got to 
do m the ftudio- 

*The newt day. you have the Prodoc 
er'i Run and sometimes rhe writers 
coma along to that and they all giva you 
notes, suggestions and ideas, cuts or 
whatever and the nest day n the first of 
three in the studio - starting about 
midday, so that the sets can be put up 
So rf there are any changes, you've got 
about twenty four hours to get used to 
them* They're never drastic changes 
though Before all that, we normally do a 
couple of days' 1 location film work, 
although on the Mstit at rhe PtJtnr we've 
got Ms more, because nearly fifty per 
cent of the story n on film.’ 

What's it lik*. being a regular lit a 
long-running senes where, apart from 
Nicola Bryant and (he producer's team, 
everyone changes from story to story? 

'The atmosphere is great - w* have a 
good time We always have the same 
camera crew in the studio, and I ve 
known them from other programmes - 
wa get on very well. I flatter myself that 
fm a fairly easy person to get along with, 
and I'm not at all autocratic There are 
people paid to do jobs writers to write, 
directors to direct, producers to produce 
and actors to act. 

"Of course you discuss things with 
them but I would hate lo be in the 
position wham my powe r was such that I 
Could say. No. f want that cut. I want thus 
line in/ and all that * because I think 
when you're this closely connected with 
<t. you are least qualified to know best 
Are you interested in the technical side 
cf the programme making? 

■Very There is no way you can't be You 
have to know what is going on, or you 
can't help properly, I tike to have an 
understanding between myself and the 
cameramen and Ihe soundmen, so that 
they feet they can come up to me and 
say. Look, it would help us if you shifted 
your weight onto your left foot for that 
line/ things like that rather (hen do 
■even takes before someone asks the 
director: ‘Could you ask him to* * * / If 
you've got lhat sort of rapport going, it 
works much better * 



Would you like to get into the technical 
side? 


"Writing - no It’s a fantasy, but l know 
Pm not disciplined enough, Directing - 
weft not tight now, because I'm doing 
this pad. which is sufficiently absorbing 
to keep my interest 1 have been direct¬ 
ing for the theatre in (he pest - and 
would envisage doing so in the future, 
but directing television* No, it's not an 
immediate ambition." 

What about your plans for the future, in 
relation to Doctor Who ? 

"I think my first instinct was to say I can t 
bear to think of anyone having done >1 
longer than me So that means I’ ve got 
to do it longer than seven years' I’ve 
seen nothing so far to make me change 
that opinion - t'm enjoying it very much 

- I expect Ip carry on doing so It's like 
being paid lp play cowboys and Indians 
in real life, ft’s all great fun. f like df* 

What is your reaction to all the "fame 
and fortune' that goes with each actor 
who becomes Doctor Who? 

Tm partly used to it. because of The 
Brother* - although th* reaction was 
different, as old ladies threw things at 
me and struck out with umbrellas <- I was 
the original JR character, really' I love it 

- what's the point of going into this |Ob if 
you are not prepared to accept the fact 


that you might be sitting eating your 
soup in a motorway cafe when a coach¬ 
load of eighteen year-olda arrive and 
you have to cope with »l? If you don't like 
it, go end hide for ever I like it at a 
phenomenon, although occasionally it 
does intrude on your private life, but you 
bye wtth it 

"However, you are still only human 
and if you are silting with your wife 
having a candle !11 dinner you can get the 
worst thing, which is when someone 
comas over and says : 'Come and jo< n u*. 
we re having a dinner party/ and you 
say. ‘Well* actually I'm her* because I 
want to talk to my wife/ and they get 
offended and there's nothing you can 
do 

“You either have to offend them and 
say Look It i« terribly me* pf you, and 
I'm sure you are a n*c# person but we 
don't know you* so no thank you*’ and 
I hey go, 'Oh you're flaming rude/ and 1 

tfvnpofl of . dsn isssuvivilii 

But lithe kids are wonderful, All you have 
to do to them is say Hello' and smile and 
you vo made their day E ven if it is a little 
inconvenient you know it is balanced by 
the piutsvs m their lives I get very cross 
with actors who say, Oh, f want my 
privacy' * 

What do you enyoy most about the 

series? 

'I enjoy the physical challenges I've 
said this to John, to he keeps giving me 
things lo dpi Like in this on*, there s * pit 
I have to try to jump over, grab hold of 
Ihe chains and nearly tide down and alt 
(hat stuff H tears the flesh off you r hands 
but t enjoy the challenge In The two 
Doctor i, I hung on a Kirby W»re, like you 
see in circuses, but it wasn't the danger 
of falling m that which worried me but 
the harness they put me in, As you may 
have noticed, fm not exactly sylph!ike 
and as I was hanging ihere* ail droopy, 
the harness dug in and I found it quite 
difficult to breathe - there was nowhere 
for the lumps to go 1 1 would hale to have 
■ stuntman, because I just love to have a 
go, Drying off Ihings and all that You 
may have guessed: I'm shghtty mad 1 

"Some of the other actors this week 
said I was mad to go downhill fast on a 
trolley but i said no, because you can 
always tell if n'S a sluniman - he holds 
his head at a strange angle to hide hit 
face - M's batter to sea that d it actually 
the Doctor «n danger. 

Tve always said tha Doctor must be 
practical, which sometimes means 
physical action If you are going to ge¬ 
nuinely frighten someone into telling 
you things, you've got lo make them 
have a feel fear that you're going to hurt 
them That was my intention - to be 
unpredictable, What I want is for people 
not to th mk* 'Thu it how he'll react m this 
situation ' One time he may be very 
lethargic and allow himself lo be caught, 
the n*Ki he'll do something extraor¬ 
dinary 1 * ■ 
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GREAT NEWS /GREAT NEWS 

FOR ALL DOCTOR WHO FANS 

The first serious analysis of the Doctor Who phenomenon ever written 


DOCTOR 

WHO 

The Unfolding Text 

John Tulloch and Manuel Alvarado 


On Saturday 23rd November 
1963 at S.25 p.m. t the Doctor 
Who theme music was heard on 
BBC television for the first time, 
and just under twelve minutes 
later, William Hartnell appeared 
through the London fog as the 
first Doctor. It was the birth of an 
institution. 


Doctor Who: The Unfolding Text 

is the first serious analysis of the BBC's 
longest-running fictional programme 
ever. It provides an intriguing insight 
into the history of Doctor Who, with 
»a detailed analysis of the cultural and 
economic forces that have helped to 
shape the programme. 

Based on interviews with writers, 
producers and performers in the 
programme since 1963, the book is 
packed with practical information, 
making fascinating reading. It is an 
essential item in the collection of the 
true Doctor Who enthusiast. 




Icl BBC Enivrpcim 1964 
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I It vwm rather itringt lhat |tt|r 

twenty-on# years of time travailing, 
the Doctor hit n«v«f m#t himself 
through any moan* other than special 
wiftufiKt . Mhafhff that be Qmtg*. the 
Tim* Lord*, cm even FLtssifon himself 
But here with The Two Doctor* tha 
matting it purely co I nodental * quite 
by ac cid e n t the Doctor* t ran agree* tha 
lint taw of Time and bump into each 
other fiectly what happen* whan the 
Second end Sixth Doctor* come lac* to 
lac*, helped by Jamie MeOi-mmon and 
Fart Brown respectively. can be ***n in 
ihn three-pan aerial by ax script editor, 
end writer of tail year'* classic The 
Cave* Of Androfarti. Robert Holme* 
Lett September, director Peter Mat 
m. who last directed Colin Belief In The 
TwmDttommm and Patrick Trovghion m 
The f/vr Doctor*, took hie crow all the 
way Out to tunny Sevilla in Spam, to find 
location* to fit this ap<c ■lory and marie 
great u*e of the locale. *o that not only 
doe* d look like Spain but it ha* an 
authentic Spanish atmosphere 

SONTARAN S' 
COME-BACK 

Apart from the return of the Doctor 
and Jamie, that highly popular breed of 
monsiefi that Holme* himself created 
over ten year* ago. the Sootarsn* al*o 
make * corne back, led here by Martha! 
Soke and hit subordinate. Vert. The 
Sontaran* are a warlike race, seemingly 
dedicated 1o winningi the eon Jong war 
against their enemy, the ft uteri*, the 
green, globular create* we met in the 
Horror of Tang Rock in 1977 The Sontar ■ 
ant, with their mickle**, potato-shaped 
head*. stubby build and wand like gun* 
first cam* to our attention in the 1974 
itgry Thtt frma Wamor when a lone 
Commander, Lew, crash-landed in the 
Middle Age* end used a time machine to 
kidnap tcienttsi* from the late 1970* to 
help repair hi* ship The Third Doctor, 
than assisted by Sarah Jane Smith, 
managed to overcome Uni and sent 
him to hi* death at he trmd to blast hit 
way out of the cash* he was napped in. 
Our second encounter with the clone* 
from Sontar occur fid in 7ft* Sontaran 
Experiment in 197b, at one Field Mar¬ 
tha* Styre. hiding on the tolar flare 
damaged Earth of the far distant future, 
was trying out hideous experiment! on 
hit human subject*, to ascertain 


whether they were a formidable fighting 
force- Sty r o was l iter ally deflated by the 
Doctor's attack and «t seemed that Earth 
we* frae of the Sontaran menace for 
good 

In The invasion of Time in 1978, w* 
taw the warlord* crashing their way 
through the corridor* and citadel* of 
Gall if ray, the Doctor'* homowortd. in an 
attempt to master lime travel for them¬ 
selves and rule the cosmos There they 
were defeated by a combination of the 
Time Lords' skill, the Doctor's ingenuity 
and the Wisdom of Rasarlon, whose 
ultimate weapon, the D Mat Gun saw 
the end of Star, the leader and the 
Doctor's memory of the whole event 
Now once again, we find the Soniereni 
hovenng around Earth, first *n (he dis¬ 
tant depths of space, attacking an 
apparently harmless Space Research 
Station, and then in the Spam of today 

Holmes he! also created a new race of 
aliens for thi* senes, the Androgums, 
humanoid* whose main claim to fame 
throughout the galaxy is m the culi nary 
line and who only teem to be interested 
in ihe finer points of food end their 
stomachs Of the two Androgums we 
shall get to know, there i« Shockeye O' 
The Quawncingi Grig and Chesser# O' 

The Fraruine Grig. The latter, according 
to the Space Station leader Jomson 
Dalian, has been "technically aug 
merited', thus raising her brain power 
quite considerably. It i* Chesaen* who 
seeks the secrets of the famed Kart* 
Heuner time experiments, although her 
exact motives, and whether they have 
anything to do with Dalian's plans, are 
more than slightly clouded with deceit 

Shockeye, meanwhile, prefers to 
accept Chetaene as a friend and help her 
out, so long as he has ample opportunity 
to further his experience* in cooking and 
eating thing*. And when the opportunity 
come* to travel 10 Earth and savour 
some of the delights it hold*, especially 
some strange things called human*, he 
it naturally anxious to accompany bar. 

Exactly how the Raitj-Reimer expert* 
manta, Shockeye't hunger for flesh. 
Chasten*’* hunger tor success, Sticks’* 
hunger far victory and the Doctor's 
general hunger cause them to get 
together remains to be seen, but one 
feels sure it could easily sweep ihe 
board for votes m this year's Season 
Survey Poll!, 

Joining Colin Baker. Patrick Trought- 
On. N coia Bryant and Fraser Hines are a 
whole host of guest stars On the side of 
the humans, there ■* Laurence Payne as 
Dastah Payne last appeared m i960 as 
Mori-, leader of the ArgoJins. who rah 
The l a*sunt Hrvo and before that as 
Johnny Bingo, ihe gunslinger in 7 ft# 
Ounhghtm rs m 1966 James Saxon plays 
Oscar, the failed actor-turned waiter «l 
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Ihe Spanish restaurant and making a 
cameo appearance as the Dona Arana i* 
actress Arne# Del*mam*. 

Tor Ihe alien* m the Androgum mould, 
there is John Stratton as Shockeye end 
one-time m Hemet* of the Federation in 
BBC tv'* fMakt *' 7, Senralan herself, 
Jacquelme Pearce ** Chesaene. 

The Sontaran* are represented by Tim 
Raynha m at Varl, whilst St ike, the lead 
mg viIlian, is played by Clinion Greyn, 
whom viewer* may remember as ivo, 
leader of the villagers in the Tom Baker 
vampire story. State Of Decay Sup¬ 
plying the incidental music to thi* show 
it the popular Peter Howell, and design¬ 
ing the tel* is the very talented Tony 
Burroughs. m 
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by Richard Matson 


Michael Brian! has been in¬ 
volved with Doctor IVAo since 
the early days, when rehearsal* * 
for a William Hartnell episode 
took place in a British Rail can¬ 
teen. Here he discusses his con¬ 
tributions to the series , *. 


mm 


Union jmd Threshold House in London t 
ShrpHfrJ'i Bath it not on hr the home of 
Doctor tt bo’i current pfidu^thtn team but 
also of the whole tang* of the BBC "% many 
drum sene* and serials Here tin be found 
many of the 'big names" associated with the 
mdun( of the programme user it* itcnty 
ran, employed on a variety of show i from 
Trnko to Tnpo4t. In one of (he imall office* 
of the building. I met dimusr kinkael 
ft turn, currently engaged on the popular vet 
•cries One by Owe. to talk ibnui htt reten¬ 
tive wo* k on Doctor Who. 

I itked Mnharl how hr nirirJ hu teles i- 




Hon Ulm 

'When I »n twelve. I went to the Juki 
Conn dr Ami school and became a child kim 
until 1 w as ihout iw rniv-onc Then I became 
a Stage Mint get in then re. before moving to 
the BBC At 4n Annum Floor Vtinitrr 

"The second thing ( worked on «n aid 
early BUI Hartnell Doctor Who, which we 
rehearsed in a British Bad cam cm And 
recorded not at Teles im hi Centre hut at the 
Blit s HnrrsiJe studios I loved television. 
*u \ mg on foe about tie rein, becoming i 
Production Assistant (fHm termed Produc¬ 
tion Manager ) before taking the internal 
does tor's course I became freelance After a 
while, da resting fairly east show * Like The 


Vnstowen And 7 Con, before Barrv Letts 
of feted me the iu pan itorv, Coloiry ht 
Spoct 

*L think that was pcobablv the least sue 
crtliul of my tlotstv The monsters were 
these kind of primitives and they didn’t say 
anything except 'Ugh?" so they were rather 
limited? We filmed a lot of it in a china clay 
quarry With those lovely round huts huih to 
Ait *1 the «klbAI*u‘ scttleiru-nl Malcolm had 
written tents in his original script and I 
wasn't sure about that, so I thought. 'Let's 
have prefabricated igkms 

'Their also had to have ultra modern 
transport around them, so- we used vehicle* 

* ai led Hiflam, which t hadn't seen m 
Land at the time but which are 
dated now* It was all a question n( pioneer¬ 
ing stew ideas. The IMC Robot caused a lot 
of problems - at first it simply refuted to 
move and then when it did, it went right out 




of control and crashed mtu the set!* 

The early seventies Dwroi 4-hoi had a 
very distinct feel (o them, emphasised by 
action, glamour, colour and electronic 
music, as well as the dynamic direction of 
iriisti like Michael "Jon himself was a ten 
glamorous. over the top Doctor. lie 
wanted to look good and I found it an 
absolute pleasure to make hun look good It 
w as a smashing image - the sees of stylish, 
sophntHatcd. charming, witty man that was 
the Doctor was also Jon Of course, the 
stones were very good, too - they aJ- had a 
central truth which we could go into and 
enlarge * 

Mwhad directed perhaps the archetypal 
Penwee story to he teen tn this light - Tbt 
See Drtdi "That had a lot of action. We 
winked a lot w ith stuntmen like Stuaxt Fed. 
whoplayed my little Sea tVnl Whenever he 
died, he'd do a hack flip or something ready 
dramatic the other stuntmen would say. 
Come on, Stuart, you're not being paid for 
that,' but he used n so learn new techniques, 
so E got the most marvellous deaths without 
having to pay foe them! 

'The Sea I >cviU w alking out of the sea was 
the hardest scene to oechestraie in the whole 
ston It had to be done at high water, 
because at low water the shelving was to 
gradual they couldn't actually get under the 
waterline. On the day we wanted to ftbw, 
high w atcr was ui o'clock in the morning 
hut we compromised and uid seven o'clock. 
Thai meant most of us getting up at five to set 
up, or for sosiumc and make up to do their 
rob - quite an undertaking in itseH, El m as 
half past seven before wre could begin The* 
they discovered thai the helmets f illed w rth 
air and the* couldn't get them under the 
water, other than bv bending right over, 
which let all the w ater in. They ended up 
nearly drowning themselves especially as 
thee couldn't hear when I shouted Action 1 ” 
Thai said, we did it in two takes * 


tmn Trmr*ehortt mod Pt* 4*rftar m The See 
D*vU*. Top togthi Jhm Doctor mod ChHord 
Joom* m The Grwan Death. 0Mw Wr Thm 
See Or*,./*' list* gun, Bmto w tight. Immtom 
The Rototi Of Death 
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TKfic %*i a ir ah Amount of him <,>1 The Sen 
Ofu/t, much of ii based around the be Aches 
Andl cliff* tyj Ponwmmi)) And! uhik old vi 
fort*. 

‘We couldn't gn to An ini ri|; as wr'di 
onfinillv plinnrd, because the MUllOliUll 
r^uvd pcmmthtn, so Wrf had M* uic three 
font. I went out to tee (hem in a little bode 
with my designer And *r bo«h found them 
(firits trig I'd hale suspend a mgJM in one «* 
them All *r had to do v» rrpfoduit that 


Irrlmg m the siudtm - hence the weird 
An^kt ind t\hon * 

Foe the scene where Jon And Kaly i limb 
U|> the side of the ura fort, we had A Row] 
SI if me Commando ihwilinic team A big 
guy And a little guy. The big guy was a 
pfoAir Jfrv»ed At Jon And the little guy 
was ihc officer, droved n hats. with a 
blonde wig, Of eounc he got tent up 
something rotten Ttui scene w«i spoilt 
several limn by tun getting into the len*, at 
by fog, « because it was ranting We had to 
do the whale thing About fire iifflftt* 

The Sfi I le* ils'distinctive Hash gum were 
ihoi'icr of Michaels innovations “I knew 
what I warned quite early on In 3 am. t, ihe 
very first thing I muted on was those wring 
mil - 1 positively refuted to work with 
nude monsters’' The trouble with dmng a 
show hkc Who - atm! doing to many - ■* that 
vt«i lend to My* 'Oh. not another gun. * I or 
the Sr j Dnnb, I »■ Anted tamrtiung rite Artd 
the *JrJ of this (lit di%h with in r* plosive 
appealed., bee line to have f*yi takes so much 
lining up What I w Anted w as tut em thing that 
didn't look like a gun ai ill - After ill, why 
should somebody elie's technology look like 
ours 1 The flash gun *« fast, terribly easy to 
shoot and it looked lemhc.*' 

Michael's striving for the best nearly got 
him into bo* water on The Sea Jhrvah. 
however ‘Naval intelligence had givrtl Acs 

C m of nuclear submarines with rsdicu 
propellers on she cod of them When the 


visual effects designer I'cter T>ay and I were 
talking about it, 1 said. ‘ Look, this is Mickey 
Mouse There's no way we're using those 
propeller* ’ So We stuck another one m and 
ended up getting quite close U> the real thing 

- they came right down on top of me and 
wanted to know where we'd got out in - 
formation from!’ 

The tea fin tit spotted one of the w eirdest 
incidental music scores, by Malcolm 
Uukr, part of which si asiiUble on the 
Ikwioe iki The Music album Wit this a 
muse to be different? “Oh yes I w as trvtr 
m every way for something new | 

Malcolm would igtee that it warn i 
■Jftogelher successful. I asked too much of 
him - 1 was pushing loo hard for too much 
music, and 1 relied on it loo heav ily Jt didn't 
worry' me at all, until I began to realise that 
other people found n lifting and discordant 

- which are reasons w hy I'd liked it original 
Is anyway ? I do any show for myself, hoping 
mv tastes w ill please enough people to make 
the show successful - The Sea lbtni music 
w as a mistake perhaps, but that's the way I 
base to work “ 

The neat Boant directed tuiey was 
another IPcrtwet classic. The Green Ibsth 
“That had more problems dun most, though 
in a wray it was the best one I did - certainly 
the most relevant, li was sears ahead of its 
time that kind of pollution n still happen- 
now. The maggots, of course, were »ety 
to make work on screen We salted 
them in the way big feature films do now 
by nor having one tokibon. There w ere hand 
puppet magpus. C!M> maggots,. maggots on 
strings, Isal loons painted as nuggocs w hen 
people saw them they couldn’t sac, ‘Oh that 
w as done tike ih is * 

‘One of the racitsng things about the 
venal was actually to go to a mine and go 
down in a cage to the face We did ihai to get 
the feel of u Making a cage descend sn the 
studio was a mJ|or headache - w e used CSO 
but n didn't work that well l or the green 
glow mg effect on people's skm, we used an 
effect nobody had used very much, vailed 
f runt aatal peofecnoo. Y ov put i coloured gef P 1 
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over a Imp on the un of the c amer*. which 
make* the light glow - when ihr ,anwra 
iupcrtmpomn if on the (Irdiol the 'victim'. It 
vu mvnidiY and unprnMK. I thought * 

1 notned tn episode mi tint come of the 
location work n mixed with Kcim where a 
local ion backdrop ha* been CSO’d <>nio the 
acton in the foreground Why couldn't 
ever* thing have been don* on kxatfionP 
“There umply wasn't tunc to put every' 
thing on lUfli (hat I'd wanted, m I wldone of 
out iludm day * to hair a bit morr That I 
meant t had to piit one or two scenes 
apparently on locaiaon j( SO ha*, k 

ground - guiilt Him S idea hot u didn't 
ptciH any of ui in the event * 

1 ashed Michael how the casting of Kail 
Vtinmn^ i tiarwe Stewart Bet an had come 
about ~li was a difficult part to caa« - a 
brilliant, dedutK n»un( Welsh profess* w 
possibly able u> pitv the pm tar, loo' When I 
iun started on the chow mmninr u*J. 
'PlttK ace Katy s fella for that part.' 1 nidi 
"Nti Thn it a buuncs* I'm not into doing 
favours, I iuu want to do the best possible 
DorXoe A >bc> I can, and I don't » ant to be in 
the emhafrat*mg position of uvoi( no. *u 
ti'i beit L don't wt the guy.’ 

*1 then proceeded to sntervirw five. ten, 
fifteen, twenty five people but I couldn't 
imd anybody fight. I wat tearing,my hair net 
until somebody suggested Stewart Be*an I 
hadn't teen him, he tame m and was abv> 
lately perfect When he'd read ho null he 
Mid, ‘Actually, I have to tell you t*m Katy'i 
fiance ' He got the part became he wat a 
good actor but I had to laugh at what I'd 

5 through t» find him, alter trn earlr 
pnmiptn about casting the leading 
i boyfriend *" 

I ilmmg on local Mm in Wale* for The 
Crrev Dralh had more than it* fan share of 
humorous moment* "Metehel** Three" 
(seen in episode one} wat done in a tint 
quairv atonguile the mute I mucd what J 
shot there with unci footage and put a blue 
filter over the camera lent. Visual effect* 
provided ut with a load of bn* and ptrcci to 
thro* at the TARDIS and we cosrrrd ill thr 
tree* and rock* with this Christina* tuitel 
stuff, lighting it with blue fairy light*. It uied 
to get dark about halt pact five. *o t f ilmed n 
last thing over two day*, the only thing being 
we got coachload-* of people turning up to 
watch tome trip* were spt\ tally laid on So 
poor old Jon was trying to look butch, two 
fen off the ground bring filmed from a low 
angle, while spectator* - and there were 
maybe a thousand of them could be heard 
*4* mg' I *>ok at Hun. try uig to look brave .. 
it'i not kite thn on the telly.' 

“Also in The Gretna fJrj/h, we had thn 
hiEUntf that waa supposed, *n the script, to be 
bombed by a squadron of J*hantom* ut 
lomcthing There »n no way the Air Forte 
could come up with it: they jUM weren't 
available We Could have u*ed stock material, 
but 1 didn't like the idea, to we ended up 
m nh a two- teaiet helicopter Then of c ourse. 
w« couldn't afford the b*Hrnb*, **> our vicuaJ 


became quite tense and everyone got quite 


ranpy. 

-There 


effect* do igoer said, "la varney cisterns 1 I 
Mid. T beg your pjrdon*' and he Mid. 
'Baltcoduk* 'Ye*, quite,' 1 replied, totally 
Confuted ‘Balkuck* look like bomb*, don't 
they V he etpJainrd ' As a matter of fact. Tee 
got leveney five bilkuck* from another 
chow. How about —irking a sort of bttlr fut 
m them and date hang (hoar?* I Mid, 'Great!' 

The Grrew fkrarh saw Katy Manning leave 
the show Mad this been a difficult time ** far 
*i onotKina were concerned* *Ye* It would 
have been *ad for Jon and Katv to Ik splitting 
up any way. they'd bee n together so king and 
were estremely good friend*, but w ith Ste¬ 
wart there, it became almost like Strwart 
taking Katy from the show m real life a* w ell 
a* in the story, Some of the rehejrvj.lt 


were time* in the canteen where 
one vn pussyfooting around the whole 
issue. trying to be tactful and separate poo 
pie’* emotion * f rom their w™k But it *« all 
there in the script even down to hating Jon 
drive off into the sunset 1 worked terribly 
hard in get that - I wanted the shot of Bessie 
silhouetted on the skyline against ihc * unset 
] filmed it about half-pant hi one evening, 
but It koked like J night shot, because I 
wanted it shot straight into the sun, so the 
light had iu be filtered right the way down.* 

The following season, Michael directed 
Dt*th T& Tbt Dxitkv This featured a whole 
spectrum of dithcultirt to hr realised from 
Terry Nation's tempt * Really it *n feature 
film material We were being asked to do 
impossibilities I think (he city guard work¬ 
ed. though - you iust didn't see the wires 
holding u up. 

"We buik a scallolding tower on the **dc 
of a cliff location and for most of the shots m 
moved around *u*persded from a hi Hit It 
was difficult and had to be done a lot of 
nmes, bus it w*t worth it in the end, For 
other shots we used CSO in the studio 

"The polystyrene city, on the other hand, 
didn't work Time i* ultimate!* the thing 
with time * nil can do anything, even with a 
Doctor V ho budget My Dott&r U hi cny 
didn 't work, so when 1 had to reatoe one lor 
ftlakt *i /,! approached if m a different way. 
It'* all a learning prove**, you *«.* 

It wa* about ibis tune that Michael Bnant 
became Michael F Briant. Why ! -There n a 
famous actor t.a}Lrd MxKael Bryant and he 
used to get all my letlers, which he found 
incredibly boring and 1 used to gel ail has, 
which t found wonderful and *cry interest 
uyg. I sued to get letter* of congealulai inins on 
my performance m such and such a play! 






































"Me ivknJ me to change im nunc - at an 
•dor I'd! been Muktrl Tennant - burt 1 
chou^i m t hat tu|f in my career, it would 
be too difficult - E wa* |tut bc^innin^ to get 
rtuhlnbed Heme [ added F*.‘ 

After Rr% tntt of tht Cpkermtn canter Ht 
Mobott of Dram: " I dmutted the iiyle of the 
thow with ill the actor* foe about in bout ■ 
my detainer. Ken, brought along model* of 
the vcti and *c had ill thece art deco 
refer rme book* With Panada Salem we 
d **uued bow the would cam hervlf and 

*/>«ror II ho tt *erv intrant - if afire your 
mitral work. the robot won'l move of the 
maggot* lull onto (hrirHalt, you hive to be 
able to imptor tte To do that you hate fo be 
nothing with actor* to whom you can uy. 
"Foffri everything we're datcutted We'll 
ifcoot u thit way/ li‘* a total team effort - 
then mutt truti me and 1 them, became I 
can't have a great intellectual argument if I 
decide to change tomethmg * 

The Cohort of iVarh boaited tome quite 
Cunning miuli *| had I Iemhly good 
drugncT. Ken Sharp When we taw ihetrnpt 
we ia»d, 'Oh my God, not mote robotof' Ti* 
leader of the robot* had been written by 
Chris aa thu great bag huuh type, so I cast a 
httlc Scotti*h actor without Cntutg Philip 
know until n wat too late 1 Chru didn't mind 
the change* - ii'i what it'l nU about and I 
didn't want to go into the d ie he of ulcer mi 
and giant robot* 

' Km and I went down to tee open-catl 
m "ung operation* ica Cornwall to get an idea 
of how 11 wat done and how our mining chip 
to mid move. Sitting in the aeroplane we 
vud, 'What air we going to do! 1 ’ f tuggnied 
thu mavbe in a future aociety well be able to 


redecorate our off ice* mtiamly by proving a 
button 1 uid, 'Whv don't we Kate every 
room to different hauofita) iiyle* 1 ' Ken then 
luggeued the w hole ihip bring, art deco. To 
fit m with thn and *ol*e our cliche problem, 
t luggcued art deco robot* * 

Whal had it been like waking with the 
team of Tom Haber and l ounce Jamrtoni? 
'Unit »i 4 imavhing octroi Wticking With 
people Like that you can af way* sift down and 



Top toft 7ho Gu+#4mh m Cotony In Spec*, 
fpp right fK/ukifti from Death To The 
Detain Bottom i*it md tight Scwui from 
rs# Roboti of death 


uy Ti u real?'' T>oo thn rcallv happen/' 
When L mine wat being violent it * at real, 
while in the uory her phonal violence could 
have iu med her imu a kind of lupcrwoman. 
We avoided that bv concentrating on real 
tun If til real life l ounc fameton had 
thumped tome* we a* hard at the did m the 
uncy, then they'd collapK 

“Tom war very refrethtng He took the 
chow, thook it tip and it wat very eiciting - 
he «|u*klv Ltraird a rule There wat a wene 
in rtohoci of Dtoth where I u4 to Tom. 
* Whit ] want you to do it to come round the 
comer, hide behind rhn pillar and two 
robot* will go by. You tec Imittr on the 
other thlr. |ump acfovi that corridor, tlidr 
through ■ha 1 door and hide behind the table/ 
Tom uhI, How boring?' So ] atked him 
what he'd like to do hi* vuggotion* 'Why 
don't C climb up and hang from a ckaodeber, 
then tlide dow n Mime bamiteri and gn on a 
tmllet wtiha cloth over me?' He t rni on for 
twenty minute* before adding. Alternative 
ly why don't I |u*t come round the corner, 
htdc behind thn pillar etc etc!” 

Would Michael conuder returning to 
direct for the programme now > ‘Given that 
rmoffeml it and I'm free. I'd love to do it. E 
learnt more about the butmeta by directing 
Doctor Who than anything Hie Mr tertalt 
taught me how to do leirvmon - there'* no 
effect now that would frighten me Foe 
inttanir I now know that there n no way 1 
can CSO acton in front of backdrop* - it ]u*t 
docui't work,’ 

Michael it undoubtedly one of the *h<w '* 
greaiect director*, and we can but hope for 
the day when hi* name will appear once 
more on the end credit* of a DiHtv* Who 

uory , ■ ■ 
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we view the critics’case 


Since the early 19S0s t people 
have been writing to 
complain that Doctor Who 
has had a bad effect on young 
viewers. Martin Wiggins 
considers the case for and 
against the complaints in the 
early days of the 
programme ... 



D octor Who font are well known 
for complaining about their 
favour it* programme but th#y 
aren't 1K« onfy onti th* general public 
hat don* ill lair share of fault finding, 
too 

If people don't like a story. they reach 
lor th*«r pent and write letiert to the 
Hsdto Tfmtri about it If a wel Moved 
character it written out of the mnn 
they do the seme Sometimes par ante 
get worried that if children copied what 
they taw m the programme they might 
hurt Thermal mii, to (hey complain ab¬ 
out things hke the fourth Doctor*! taste 
in dangerously long scarves., Of the 
fsfthshoc* Cytoerment latte in 
polythene gifi wrapping 
Once the B0C even received a number 
of lalien from viewers who were angry 
that the production team of (he ion 
Perfwee story Th* Daemon* had 
stooped to blowing up a church in the 
name of entertainment, the special 
effects mao who built the model look 
this at quite ■ compliment' But the 
complaints which have Clin d mott 
controversy over the year* are the one* 
saying that Doctor who n not suitable 
viewing for children. 


Th* fluff that iwflftflmaref Wf made at? 
above a iHwrcuy Diki_ S * Jriaage . 

l e ade r of thm Drafrnn* iet o wr left Bek. from 
The Daemon* 



People were very concerned about 
violence on television m the early 1960s. 
when Doctor Who began, but (he toller* 
that anxious parents wrote to the show's 
original producer Verity Lambert tended 
to complain that their offspring were 
being frightened by the senes Scene* 
like the one era The It *yf of Manners, 
where the giant ice Soldiers mailed out 
of e block of *ce and came to< life (which 
Peter Dawson himself remembers being 
scared by! gave children nightmares. 



















































and whan the Doctor”* companions Ber¬ 
ber* and Susan found a deed body 
floating in lha tivflt in TheDilek Investors 
of fmrth, on* tv critic banned Doctor 
Who from bn family home 

Indeed. *t was this story wh»ch promp 
ted the first complaints from within the 
BBC the Head of Family Broadcasting, 
who was responsible for children's 
programmes at the time, protested to 
the Drama Department that it was 'un- 
acceptabty frightening' lo show the 
Da lefts patrolling lha sheet* of London 
Verity Lambert publicly denied that Doc 
tor Who was horrific and remarked. like 
many producers after her, that the chit* 
d*en writing to her also complained - 
that the programme was not frightening 
enough. 

Nevertheless, throughout 1966 there 
were rumbles of discontent from pa¬ 
rents and reviewers One film critic, 
having seen the Peter Cushing film Doc 
tar Who sntt the Octets, fait cure ^chil¬ 
dren would suffer nightmares after 
welching this hind of thing*, he later fell 
'very sad' when his 'more knowledge 
able colleagues' told him that children 
identified with the (Maks 

A tv reviewer objected j 0 a scene m 
G#/jjry four in which one of the evil 
female Dr ah vins tortured the Doctor's 
companion Steven by removing (ha ox¬ 
ygen from the airlock he was i rapped in 
*H will finish on the side of lha angels. < 
am sure, but it a nightmare food, and 
could raise trouble among feminists as 
well at psychiatrists ' 

After seeing the Dalefci and then allies 
plotting the destruction of Earth in Mrs- 
non to the Unknown, a mother wrote in 
to the Aid>d Time* 'I should like to 
know what tome other mothers think of 
BBCl's Doctor Who. because I think it n 
horrible, I know children can stand a lot 
these days, bul surely they can be given 
interest and excitement and entertain* 



m*m which it not horrifying? I like lo 
think thel if the pis nets are inhabited, it n 
by people more advanced than 
ourselves, not by demons, # 

Other mothers duly wrote in, 'My two 
daughters aged seven and five love the 
programme and id enthralled while t 
quake with fright/ said one. Another 




asked if she was right in thinking that 
Doctor Who wa* a children’s program 
me; the Editor of the Redto Timm re¬ 
plied that the wa* not. though the show 
did have a large audience of children 
The biggest controversy during Wil¬ 
liam Hartnell's tine as the Doctor* 
though, was over an unusual sequence 
in The Massacre 11966} On* thing pro¬ 
ducer John Wiles particularly wanted 
was for Doctor Who to take death 
seriously, and when d came to showing 
the massacre of the Huguenots in am- 
tsenth -century France, he went all-out to 
emphasise the horror of ihe event. To 
th»i end. live actors were rejected in 
favour of a series of woodcuts from the 
British Museum, which showed people 
being drowned, burned, impaled and so 
on, 'Needless and night mar#* raising/ 
according lo on# tv reviewer, the *equ- 

thn p*a> Ibovf A tMUfenf m omen t hem 

The Tomb Of Th# Cyhrnw, below The 
Metre dose* In o» (he CentrpMmr Oppo^i# 
Above l/nhfwrrrf A*e n e t e BMow Th# 
Cybmmen • trite (error, b Th# Tomb Of The 
Cyber m#n end Right. Doctor Who And The 





















































•nee * 1*0 rKtived criticism from pa¬ 
rent* In the form of loti or»to the Doctor 
Who office and to newspapers 
Inne* Lloyd, John Wiles'* luccmonn 
the producer s ch#ir t wet very con¬ 
cerned About the iteui of horror end w«i 
warned by a phone cell he received after 
the early Patrick Though ton fiory 7 he 
Underwater Menace wit ihown ’We 
showed « man bemg given en infection 
to give him fine, end e nurse reng me up 
the neat day end maid, 'On yog realise 
how many children we have in hospital 
today and who are having injection*? 
They will be acered to death! 1 ' And of 
course that* true, we hadn't inought 
about it ft got right to ui Luctoiy, what 
did happen was that all the children 
going into hompitel to have injection* 
were demanding to have the injection* 
that the person on Doctor Who had been 
given’* 

Next m line for criticism was The 
Mscra Terror. A* usual. the monsters, 
this lime giant, all me oo/«ng crab*, were 
thought too frightening, but there waa a 
new dimension, too, The atory maalied 
an insidious threat to a human colony 
with a holiday camp atmosphere, main¬ 
tained by mmd control which turned 
even the Doctor'a loyal companion Ben 
into an enemy. Letter writing parent* 
fell this new level of psychological hot 
ror waa unacceptable at taaiime on a 
Saturday, but their protests were at 
nothing compared to those which fol¬ 
lowed the screening of Tomb of ft** 
Cybermen that autumn. 

In the week following episode 4 of that 
story, the SBC showed the first edition of 
Jm Back, a viewers forum designed to 
allow member* of the public to discuss 
programmes with the people who made 
them On the agenda this time waa 
Doctor Who One parent complained 
that Tomb of ft** Cybetme/r was to 
horrific that it reduced her ant year old 



to gibbering, and another focused on 
one particular incident was horrified 
at the violent scene in Doctor Who last 
Saturday evening, where the coloured 
man, Toverman, bashes into the Cyber 
man with hi* metal daw, and the camera 
concentrated far too much on the num¬ 
ber of blow* on the Cyberman; after 
which they proceed to concentrate on 
the Cyberman * innards ooring out 1 
can't think of anything more disgusting 
and revolting and unsuitable for chib 
dfen, and this programme if pul on at a 
time when even email one* might be 
around * 

A lady with a longer memory referred 
1o the stabbing of the churchwarden 
Longford in The Smuggler* the previous 
year The co-scr ipfwriter of Tomb of the 
Cybermeo. K -t Pedfer, defended the vio¬ 
lence of hit creations a* 'horror perpe¬ 
trated by unhuman being**, beings 
which children would not confuse with 
then parents as psychiatrist* were war 
rying. He also insisted that this was 
violence and horror m a fantasy content, 
and that it was therefore not harmful to 
younger viewers; this was the official 
line taken on the issue by ihe product ion 
team. The children themsetvee insisted 
that they had never been fnghlened by 
Doctor Who. and the newt edition of 
Junto* POmts of View had letters defend 
mg Toberman 's attack on the Cyberman 

Curiously enough, though the media 
kept up the image of Doctor Who as a 
show that frightened 1 children out of 
their wits, producer Peter Bryant says 
thal in his entire run on Ibe programme, 
from Evtf of th* Dafeks (19671 through to 
the end of Trough ton'i reign, he re¬ 
ceived only one letter from an anmouf 
parent, who was upsel that her ch id had 
been fnghiened by the Cyber men. Peo¬ 


ple were becoming more interested in 
complaining about current affair* prog¬ 
rammes, and when in 1969 there was a 
row f bout the violence in another series, 
the BBC showed an eatract from The 
Seed s of Death, in which an Ice Warrior 
kills a technician, as an en ample of a 
more acceptable form of television vio¬ 
lence. 

Episode two of Terror of the Autoos 
4197H brought Doctor Who back into the 
held of controversy After M was shown, 
the BBC received phone calif objecting 
to several sequences, ■ ncl udmg the pi as 
tic armchair which smothered <1* help 
less occupant, the doll which came io life 
and strangled a man. and the end of the 
epi sode when the Doctor pulled a rubber 
face m««k away from « policemen to) 
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reveal the Wank features of an Aulon, 
Throughout th* country children 
w«r<* having nighimiret about Doctor 
Who on* young boy who watched that 
episode alone reportedly woke up gib¬ 
bering about a doll that wai hiding 
behind bit wardrobe The [nett took up 
the story, a thing * Hat the B RC gone too 
far?" Journalist* argued than the new 
teaiim* terror' that Doctor Who was 
beginning to present warn unfair to chil¬ 
dren, and they offered the tenet an 
ultimatum - 'Change your ways or e-tse 
change your hour* ' 

Even the Police Federation com 
plained about ihe itory they bed been 
try>ng for tome time 10 periuede chil¬ 
dren to think of their local bobby at a 
friend, and were worried that the BBC 
might have undermined tbe«r effort* by 
showing a policeman at a taceiett kilter 
Later in the tenet, the death dealing 
pi attic daffodil* drew further objections, 
end finally Doctor Who wet mentioned 
unfavourably by Baronet* Bacon in a 
House of Lord* debate on the m*e* 
media *1 wonder what hat happened to 
Doctor Who recently.' the said, ’be 
eeute many children mutt have gone to 
bad and had nightmare* after teeing the 
recent episode* * 

What the fu*s w«s realty About we* 
the way the story developed Peter 
Bryant and Derrick Bberwio’s policy of 
using familiar eaMhbound settings to 
add to the horror. By mating doll* end 
plastic flower* deadly, scriptwriter 
Robert Holme* wat taking that horror 
literally into the nursery, and that, he 
sard later, wat hitting a child where ft 
had lee** defence Producer Barry Let¬ 
ter* quickly established stricter controls 
on violence end horror end insisted that 
the programme should not use every¬ 
day objects, especially at weapons; 
even today, people asaocialed with Ter¬ 
ror of the Aulom say they "learnt their 
lesson' with thet story. 

The people 'upstair*' at the BBC con¬ 
tinued to keep a dote eye on Doctor 
Who for tome time afterward*, Pari of 
thi* observation came from an audience 
research team that was preparing a 
report on violence on television, which 
was eventually published in January 
*57? The team * method wa* to id 
through hundred* of hour* of program 
me* counting up the number of violent 
incident* they contained On that basis. 
Doctor Who cam* out •* the meal wo- 
lent drama sen**, with an average of 
four violent incident* in every episode 
A worried Barry Letts, defending hi* 
programme, stressed that this was wo 
fence of a very different order from that 
in other show* 'Wa take great pamt to 
have no blood or nastiness or anything 



Above Steer from The Seed* Ot Death 
fa el gw m Scene from Doctor Who And The 
fvfl Of The Dstefct 



like that There is no explicit cruelly W* 
never show e spear going in, or blood 
coming out We ere working in a com 
pteieiy different realm from that of prog¬ 
ramme* that concentrate on human 
crime and violence * 

He also made the porn* that the Doctor 
wa* against violence and never earned a 
gun There was really no causa for*con¬ 
cern, though, a* nobody else look the 


report* findings very seriously, 

It wa* not until Ptmnot of the Spiders, 
more than two year* later, that Doctor 
Who came under hr* again, this nm* for 
showing character* bullying the odd-fob 
man Tommy, who was mentally hand¬ 
icapped - a bed extmpie. d was thought 
at the time Nearly a year later, the story 
sparked off a bigger controversy when a 
psychiatrist accused it of making chil¬ 
dren afraid of spiders. The BBC denied 
ell knowledge Of this 'epidemic of spid¬ 
er photo*', and said that the giant spid¬ 
ers in the story 'were not ii-t* ordinary 
spiders * in fact, when the special effect* 
designer Ian Scoone* submitted a large, 
hamy model spider as the spider*’ leader 
the Greet One, Barry Letts decided rt wa* 
too frightening end told him to make a 
less realistic version, which was used in 
the story 

The BBC's disclaimer was not enough 
for That self appointed television 
'watchdog 1 ' and Secretary of the 
National Viewer* and Listeners Assoc t* 
lion. Mr* Mery Whitehous*. who told 
the press 'We have said all along that 
this type of horror programme has an 
effect on children. Now >1 last a 
psychiatrist has said so. The BBC admit 
that they have done no research into the 
effect of television on children under five 
and thsft this programme n really meant 
for the intelligent ten-year-old and over. 
Vet they persist in putting out Doctor 
Who at 5,30 in the evening. 

'We intend to e*k the BBC as a metier 
of urgency to finence independent re¬ 
search mto the effect of Doctor Who on 
the under-five*, end, in the meantime, 
ask them to switch the programme beck 
to 6 30 ’ 

The BBC responded by keeping Doc¬ 
tor Who where it was m the schedule*, 
and the general public responded by 
porntmg out thet many children who 
didn't watch Doctor Who were terrified 
of spiders, while many who did, weren ’t 

Thu was not the only lime Mary 
Whitehouse complained about Doctor 
Who 5h« had first spoken out ebout the 
senes in January 197%, a few months 
earlier, at a conference m Manchester 
discussing children’* television, Though 
Shaun Sutton, the Heed of the BBC’s 
Drama De pan men) el the lime, stressed 
that Doctor Who taught children cour¬ 
age and morality (end showed extracts 
to prove IIL Mr* Whitehous* said that 
doctors had told her the programme 
gave children nightmare* 

For the next two yeers she was to 
campaign for rt to be shown ’after the 
normal bedtime of young children". She 
briefly got her wish with The Fmcw of£ vi/, 
which the BBC showed el 6 30, a fact ihe 
NVALA reported in its newspaper The 
Viewer end l rtfener with obvious sat re¬ 
fection. 

However. it wou ld take more than th is 
to silence the critic* of Doctor Who for 
ever.,, ■ 
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